J | IBEN 09T0-027T4
eyl JOURNAL OF

ON-LINE
Publishers since 1333 HUM&N;ME.;E OLOGY

© Kamla-Raj 2010 J Hum Ecol, 29(1): 47-55 (2010)
PRINT: ISSN 0970-9274 ONLINE: 2456-6608 DOI: 10.31901/24566608.2010/29.01.05

General Overview of Climate Change Impacts in Nigeria

Peter Akpodiogaga-a Ovuyovwir oye Odjugo

Department of Geography and Regional Planning, University of Benin, Benin City,
Edo State, Nigeria
Telephone: +23408023718654, E-mail: paoodjugo@yahoo.com

KEYWORDS Greenhouse Gases. Temperature. Rainfall. Crops. Desertification. Coastal Inundation.
Rainstorms and Windstorms

ABSTRACT Although no region of the world will be entirely spared, the negative impacts arelikely
to fall most heavily on poor nationsin thetropical region. While data on the global impacts of climate
change is available, those at regional levels are scanty and scattered. This prompted this study that
took ageneral overview of climate change impactsin Nigeria. Mean annual and monthly temperature
and rainfall data were collected from the Nigerian Meteorological Agency and some States' airports
for aperiod of 105 years (1901-2005). Published data from different sources as acknowledged in the
text were also used. Histogram, trendline and time serieswere the statistical tools employed to analyse
the data. The results show that while temperature increased by 1.1°C for the 105 years, rainfall
decreased by 81 mm. Desert encroachment, coastal inundations, drying up of surface watersand shift
in crops cultivated over time were aso noticed. Greenhouse gas reduction and adaptive measures
were recommended.
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