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ABSTRACT The paper presentsan overview on the devel opment of tourismin the Mexican Caribbean
from its origins as the “Cancun’s Integrally Planned Nucleus’ and its extension along the Mayan
Riviera, showing analogies between theoretical geographical models of the Caribbean destinations
and the spatial structures present there, explaining the urgent need for environmental education of the
population linked with sustainability of the development. An analysis of the general education levels
of the population reveals the baselines to devel op an awareness process of environmental education.
The application of polls alowed an understanding of the socia interaction with their environment,
and their environmental perception linked to attitude and the actively participating in the territory’s
devel opment. Conclusionsabout therelations of social practicesasthe origin of macro-spatial structures
in the corridor, along with the possibilities of improve changes in habits and attitudes through
environmental education of thoseinvolved inthe Mayan Riviera stourism development at the beginning
of the twenty first century.
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