© Kamis-faj 2000
PRINT: ISSN 0970-9274 ONLINE: 2456-6608

4. Humn. Ecol, 115} $03-ai {20005
DOI: 10.31901/24566608.2000/11.05.23

Mushroom Cultivation-A Boon to Rural Poor
(Case Study)

K. Lawrence Xavier and R. Kumuthakalavalli

Growing of Cryster mushroom | Plewrotis
spectes) s an ideal income generating activity
for the landless women and unemployed youth
(Kumar and Bindra Ban, 1994). Labour imten-
sive notare, significant value addition, depen-
dence on locally available, abundant and cheap
raw material {siraw), low initial investment,
simgelie technobegy and limited space requirement
make it a worthwhile proposition. This transfer
of technology aims at giving a comprehensive
description of the methodology posed, in en-
abling the resource poor illiterate lapdless
women to undertake an apparently sophisticated
misshroom cultivation technology, as a supple-
mentary source of income. Mushroom as a dict
material plays an imporiant role in rural and ur-
ban areas (Kaul, 1978). Women can be actively
involved in this activity and can be an integral
part of any development programmer invelving
maimnly women (Xavier and Kumuthakalavalli,
159K,

It has been proved that mushroom cultiva-
tion once considered to be a commercial enter-
prise of a few resource endowed entreprencurs,
can now taken up by resource poor illicerate ru-
ral women also, provided efficient technical
guidance, timely initial support and proper ma-
tivation given fo them (Savithn et al,, 1996).

Mayilu s a marmied lady staying with her
husband and two children ai Annanagar quite
nearer to Gandhigram Rural institute where
mushroom centre is imparting training to rural
people. Her hushand, & coconut vendor could
eamn a very hittle money with which they could
not maintain the family, Hence Mayilu has en-
gaged herself in agriculural labour, By this, she
could earmn Bs. 10/~ per day. Her monthly income
never exceeded Rs. 250/, They met hardship in
running the family,

The extension programme on fechnology
transfer of oyster mushroom conducted by the
mushroom project, Department of Biology of
Gandhigram Rural institute (Deemed Univer-
sity ), has motivated Mayilu to get fraining on

this venture to seck self employment and im-
prove income. She has undergone 15 days
fraining programme on the caltivation, mar-
keting and preservation aspecis of ovsier
mushroom. On completion of the training she
had hired a site, built a thatched shed with the
size of 30u20 feet for cultivating mushrooms,
The mushroom spawn boitles had been sup-
plied to her from the centre and technical gusd-
ance also given.

She had cultivated mushroom efficiently in
the local situation and made the secondary
sources of income. She could produce around
5 kg of fresh mushroom every day, sell it in
the local areas and get a profit of Bs. 100¢- per
day.

With o view to provide full employment fior
hersell und ber husband, she has established a
mecium size mushroom unit with tssue culture
room and spawn preparation room by spending
Ra 1 2006)- {This amouit was geneated by her
through sale of mushroom),

The daily production of mushreom at this
farm has developed a demand among the hotel
owners of this district. On payment of pdvance,
orders have been placed with Mayilu by these
people for the regular mushroom supply, This
success story had developed a confidence in
her to lead a prosperous life.

The officers of the mushroom project
Gandhigram, suggested to apply for loan in
the bank for farm establishment, Due to con-
tinwous efforts, hard work, encouragement
from the family, motivation froem the project
olficials and adopiion of low cost technology
a farm labour become the owner of & mush-
resym farm,

Mow a days scientists are also trying to es-
tablish a relationship between the remaoval of
poventy and achieving a higher quality of life.
In mest of development efforts, the emphasis
has been on economic development withoat
iryving io improve the quality of life of the ru-
ral poor, Therefore, tll the end of this century
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our goal should be not only to initiate economic
development but also a process which will im-
prove the quality of life through an integrated
effort.
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velopment approach by lechmical empowerment
updifemes) ol womnen, The cultivation of messhnom is labour
intemsive and provides opporturrities o landbeis laboanens
weaker section of the gociely in our country. The sociosco-
nomic development of neml women through mashroom
cultivation is briefly analyzed in this paper.
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