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Female Foeticide to Restrict the Family Size ?
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INTRODUCTION

Female foeticide is the intentional killing or
aborting the ferale foetus due to preference for
amale child. There are many couniries in which
this practice is quite common and Incha & one
of these. It is ironical that even in today’s edu-
is dizcrimination against girl child, which s af-
fecting the natural sex ratio i.e, male female bal-
ance, resulting in its distortion and hence lower-
ing the number of females (Thukral, 1993),

The number of females per thousand males
in a population is the best way for expressing
sex ratio, The sex ratio at conception, birth and
maturity is termed as primary, secondary and ter-
tiary sex ratio. The secondary sex ratio is never
the same as the primary sex ratio since the pre-
natal moriality aiTects the two sexes differently,
hence male and female babies are not bom in
the ratio of 1:1. From the available literatare it
is clear that the sex ratio is in favour of males
(Curt Stern, 1960) in most of the populations of
the World,

India constitules about one seventh of the
total population of the world, and approximately
half of it is the female population. But unfort-
nately a perpetual decline has been observed in
the sex ratio from 972 females per 1000 males
in 1901 to 929 females per 1000 males in 1991,
In Punjab, the sex ratio is 882 females per 1000
males as compared to 929 females for 1000
males in the rest of the country (Census of In-
dia, 1991).

According to a recent report published in
Chandigarh Mewsline, the declining birth ratio
of girls was most pronpunced in Amritsar,
Bathinda and Faridkot districts of Punjab. The
birth rates being 861, B63, 865 females against
1064 males respectively. Kerala is the only state
in India showing higher number of females than
miales (1032 females per 1000 males) whereas
the lowest sex ratio is reported from Chandigarh
ie. 793 females per 1000 males (Jassi, 1999,

The Government of India recognised the girl

child a8 a eritical issue for the country's devel-
opment. There was a sironger focus on the girls
and realization of the extent of disparity between
the girls and boys, Both UNICEF and Govern-
ment of India are maintaining the momentum
an the girl child, focussing on eliminating fe-
male foeticide and infanticide, advicing against
early marriage of the girls and ensuring that the
girls go to school (Ramachandran, 1998).

Rapid advancement in medical technology
i the recent years has opened a way o wide
ranging interventions in the sphere of reproduc-
tion and have further added to discrimination
against females in the form of denial of the right
of birth. The modern scientific technigues like
ulirasound, amniocentesis, maternal serum
analysis, chorionic villi sampling, biopsy and
foetoscopy etc. supposedly meant for the pur-
pose of detection of foetal abnormalities have
been widely misused as sex determination tests
for selective elimination of female foetuses

The test which helped 1o detect genetic de-
fects in the foctus incidentally could also detect
the gender of the child, Thus numerous sex de-
termination clinics were established in the coun-
try and in the process female foetuses were
aborted ruthlessty, This forced the Govemment
of India to impose & ban on such tests, These
tests have transferred the elimination of a fe-
male child from bom o an unbormn siage, The
female mortality rale has also been observed to
be about 55 per cent higher than the male upto
the age of 5 years in our country (Kain, 1998}
This again shows the negative artitude of the
parents towarcs the girl child during the early
years of her kife,

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The data comprises of 200 families upto two
generations for the present investigation. Each
family was interviewed and the required infor-
mation was collected on the printed profoerma.

The survey was conducted personally from
door to door by interviewing the female
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members of the family, Educanional siatus of
both husbands and wives was recorded sepa-
rately ond they were grouped into uneducated
and Interate. Literates were further grouped into
primary, middle, matric, higher secondary (+2),
graduates and post groduntes, The age of hus-
bands and wives was also recorded at the time
of collection of data.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The results of our study are presented and
discussed below:

Thie data comprises of 200 families collected
from a small village Bhani Mian Khan from
Dvistt, Gurdaspur. It was observed that the grand-
parents (n=200) i.e. the first generation of the
family never adopied the practice of female foe-
ticide, probably, because they had no access to
sex determination techniques such as ultrasound
etc., during their ime, Moreover there was no
emphasis on restriction of family size during
those days because most of the women were
house wives and their sole duty was to raise the
children and loak afier the house hold chores.

In second generation, however, out of o total
of 225 couples investigated only 151 couples
vielded any meaningful information regarding :
i} Female foeticede (I.1.)

ii) foeticide to restrict family size and (r.f.5.)

iii) Spontancous abortions (8.a.) Le, the natural
abortions - which may occur doe to a number
of reasaons,

We came across 124 cases of female foeh-
cide, 7 cases of foeticide without sex determi-
nation i.e, abortions opted for the sole purpose
of family planning and 20 cazes of spontaneous
abortions { Table 1).

It is disheartening to note that out of a total
of 151 couples, approximately 82 per cent opted
for termination of pregnancy after sex determi-

Talle 1! Recerd of femabe Beeticide, fogticide and spea-
famaus abssribons (n=151 couples)

Ferale foeticids afler sex 124 BL12%
deleminatin

Foeticide lo restrict the femily T 4 6%
Wit wittoil sex delermisation

Spomtencous abortione o] 13.24%

{ Mabes = IZ, Fermnales = 5§,
Sex unknown = 1}

pation Le. female foeticide. The number was
miuch less where the baby was aborted only fo
resirict the family size. The number of males was
found to be much higher i.e. almost 60 per cent
in spontaneously aborted foectuses, supporting
the well known fact that the female is a stronger
BEX_

Table 2 gives the results of educational sta-
s of fathers opting for female foeticide after
sex determination. It was observed that the ma-
Jority of the men opted for the determination of
sex of their unbom babies immespective of their
educational status. Though the people of this vil-
lage are not educated enough, still, it appears
that everybody is aware of the availability of tests
for sey determiination. The reason may be, that,
before these sex tests were banned, the adver-
lisements were given in nowspapers, MAEAZines
and were also prominently displayed on big
hoardings almost in all big cities and towns by
the medical practitioners engaged in conduct-
ing such tests.

Table 2 shows that the maximam number af
fathers opted for female foeticide after the birth
of their first daughter. The main reason appears
i be the preference for 2 child norm per family
irrespective of the educational status of the fa-
ther. The number of people having the second
baby girl withoul prenatal sax determination is
very less. Most of these people were found 1o be
gither God fearing/or considered it inhumane/or
had great faith in God and expected Him 1o bless
them with a 2on or had taken some medicine
fram some Godmen, but when their wishes were
noft fulfilled they also came under the influence
of people advocating the use of this technology
and weni fior selective elimination of any mcom-
ing daughters in an urge to have a heir.

Though the females, especially in villages,
where they still have & joint family system, do
not have miach say in such matters, the results of
educational status of mother and female fosti-
clde were studied and are presented in Table 3,

Similar trend as in the case of males was
obesrved, Le. both educated as well as unedu-
cated mothers were found to be opting for elimi-
nation of their unbom dawghters,

The maximum number of mothers went Tor
termination of pregnancy after the birth of their
first danghter followed by second, third or fourth



FEMALE FOETICIDE TO RESTRICT THE FAMILY S1ZE

Tabdr I Fduentionsl sistus of fatlser and female foeticide (LL) afer fird, second, fhird er fosrth deoghter

Edwcwtsonim! Mo af £
Seanu Fimbers o nr imi
After Ao Agtar Afeer
{=r Jrad A Ll

Diawglirer Dvmeg hrer Daughter Dmgghrer

Uinédagansid | 1] i 4 1 L & 17
[£7.63) [H.:ﬂ: :|‘}m] {4.78)

Uil Primary i3 L 5 I 1 L 1 14
{46.15) [38.44) (7.69) {746

Lipio Middie (1] 12 4 ] q o F § 11

Level 163.16) [21.04) (1579

Lt Maric ] ¥ 20 4 3 £ 7 ]
(34 24) [ELR 6. THE) 15.08)

Uipio Higher 7 5 2 1] a i} 1 10

Spcondany (vI] (Ti43) (XB.51)

Ugitn Graduation | F 1 ] o 1 I L

Lawel (5000 {50004y

Post-Cimduarion 1 I L] 1 G [F] ] 1
i 10605

although their number is almost negligible be-
canse nobody seems to wail to have a son in the
normal manner these days as was the way in the
past and hence merease the family size. So most
of these women go for determination of sex of
their unbom child 1o restrect the family size to o
desired norm.

When the couples who opied for pre-natal
sex determination (n=124) were grouped age-
wise it was observed that 101 were upto 35 years
of age and the maximum were in the age group
of 25-30 years, that is bom after 1964-65. Onaly
23 couples were in the higher age group, who
had either married late or had their children ara
later age.

However again it was observed that in mos
of the cases the prenatal sex determination was
opted {Table 4) when the couple already had one
(63.70%), two (2473950, three (6.45%) or mare
(2.42%) douphters. It is clear therefore that there
iz selective elimination of unbom daughters to
restrict the family size as well as to have a son.

Similar observations have been made eardier
by Manda et al., 1993, Thukral, 1993, Arora,
1996 and Singhai et al., 1998, who opined that
the acceptance of pre-natal diagnostic fechnigues
wiag convincingly argued s &8 benefi (gie 1) made
available by technology to help achieve the norm
of small family with children of the desired sex,

It appears that 5o far o rules or regulations
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have helped and the process of female foeticide
i going on unabated. It is evident from the fact
that during 1982-87 the number of clinics for
sex determination multiplicd manifold in the city
of Bambay alone Le. from 10 to 248, Between
1987-B8 nearly 13,000 sex determination tests
were estimated to have been done in seven Delhi
clinics alone (Aroma 1996), The selective abar-
tion law has gone unnoticed and so 15 the mater-
nal health core law of 1994 which strictly pro-
hibits the use of technology to identify the gen-
der of a foetus. This practice can be stopped only
if government handles it with an iron hand and
the people indulging in it are punished by law.

KEY WOHRES  Scu-raibn. Femnale Foencide. Pusjeh,

AHBSTHACT The present shudy designed 1o assoss he
effect of female focticide on sex rstio, was comied ool ina
srall village Bhami Mean Khan m district Gurdaspur, Pus-
jab, A satal af 124 couples (B2.12 per cent) in the present
study admiited that they had opsed for lermisation of preg-
mancy afber deicrmination of the sex of the foelus Le. fe-
miabe foeheide. Chir resulis revesled that this practise is go-

ing on anabated imespective of the edocational sistus of
the parchis and despite the has ipdied by the Govem-

mawl on such leslks
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