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ABSTRACT Two hundred Balmiki Harjjans and 210
Ehatik Harijans of the Punjab State (India) were examiined
for the ABO blood group types. The frequencies of the
0,A,B and AB were, respectively, found to be 32,5, 200,
350 and 12.5 per cenl in the Balmiki Harijans snd 1857,
2381, 3B.09 and 9.32 per cent observed in the Khatik

Harijars
INTRODUCTION

The Scheduled Castes of the Punjab cover
a wide range of groups of populations like
Harijans who are either Sikhs or Hindus. In the
present study only Hindu Harijans e, Balmiki
and Khatik Harijans were considered. They fol-
lows and worship all the Hindu gods and
godesses with real spirit and enthusiasm. They
form a significant part of the urban life, which is
dependent on them for cleanliness of their
dewellings, streets and work places, They also
work as agricultural and industrial workers but
their socio-economic status is much lower than

the other populations of Punjab. Their marriage
patterns are endogamous at the caste level and
exogamous at the gotra level, Child marriages
are common in these communities,

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The blood samples from a total of 200 un-
related Balmiki Harijan and 210 unrelated Khatik
Harijan subjects were collected at random from
district Moga in the Punjab state. These were
typed for the ABO blood groups using standard
antisera with proper controls. The allele frequen-
cies were caloulated after Mourant et al. (1976).

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The distribution of the ABD blood groups
in the Balmiki Harijans and Ehatik Harijans of
Punjab and their comparison with other Sched-
uled Caste populations of the state is presented
in table 1. In Balmiki Harijans, most frequently
occurring blood group type was B (35.0%),

Tahle 1: Distribufion of the ABO blood groups among the Balmiki Harijans and Khatik Harijans of Punjab and
their comparisen with ether Scheduled Castes of the state

Papulation n 4 Phenotypic Allele Chi-square  Chi-square Reference
Srequencies frequencies with Balmiki with Kharik
i) A B AR @ A B Harjlans  Harifans
. df=7 af=3
Bazigars 205 2878 IT.AY M5 976 207 252 540 3450 0.939 Sidhu and Sidhu (198E)
(39 (36) (70y (200 : .
Gujars 345 34.7R IB.98 27.54 ETO 210 200 590 B.338 7.561 Abuja and Sidbu (1981)
(1200 (100) (25) (30) ) _
Sansis 200 3530 20.50 3650 7.50 .151 265 5E4 |.5%0 2606 Sidhu and Sidhu (1980)
(71} (41} (73} {13)
Sikh Harijans 300 33.23 2067 3533 1067 170 263 .566 0488 1.862 Sidhu {1995)
(100} (62) (106) (31)
Chamars G ITET 2533 3R00 900 193 2TT 530 4.124 0188 Sidhu (1994)
(B3) (78) (114) (I7)
Balmiki 00 1250 20000 3500 1250 076 27 552 = 2.289 Present Study
Harijans (65) (40) (70} (15)
Ehatik 210 28.57 2381 3809 9352 184 277 539 2.289 Present study
Harijans (60} (50)  (BOD (20)

Figures in parentheses indicate phenatype nurmbers
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followed by 0 (32.5%), A (20.0%) and AB
{12.59%). In the Khatik Harijans also, blood group
B was the most frequent type (38.09%) followed
by 0 (28.57%), A (23.81%) and AB (9.52%).
When compared with other Scheduled castes of
the state wiz., Bazigars, Gujars, Sansis, Sikh
Harijans and Chamars, only the Gujars showed
significant difference (p < 0.05) both with the
Balmiki Harijans and Khatik Harijans.
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