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ABSTRACT The present paper describe the percent colonization of Sierra Santa Marta, Mexico, and evaluate the
relationship between colonization and deforestation. Ten communities in the area were visited for this purpose. It
was found out that colonization, the evolution of productive systems and the use of biological resources in the new
settlements, were related to national social and economical policies which did not consider environmental factors.
Tropical colonization and its ecological consequences cannot be properly understood without taking into account
the regional and national influences.



