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ABSTRACT  The growth pattern among the Kaibarma
children (both sexcs) aged from binh te 5 years living in
e district of Dibrugarh, Assam are included in this paper,
In the present study the sex difference 13 seen in the carly

and Rate age group.
INTRODUCTION

The Kaihartta is a scheduled caste population
of Agsam. Their primary occupation is fishing
but now-a-days most of them however, have
taken 1o agriculture and other rade and services,
The Kaibartta are met with in all the plain dis-
tricts of Assam. The community as a whole is
endogamous. Physically the Kaibartta are short
to medium in stature, their skin colour is dark
brown and belong to the Caucasoid group. In
the social stratification they were putin the low-
est position. They prefer to establish their vil-
lages in the river banks and near—besls where
fishes are abundanrt (Mahanta, 1972).

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The present study deals with the pattern of
growth among the Kaibartta children, both boys
and girls (Boys = 347, Girls = 326) aged birth to
5 years. The data (Height and Weight) were col-
lected from the different villages and educational
institutions of Dibrugarh district, Assam. The
collected data were ammanged in 10 different age
groups from birth to 5 years with six month in-
terval. Infants upto & months (0.5 year) have
been grouped under the age group 0 - 0.5 year,
and above 6 months but not more than 1 year old
have been grouped under the age group 0.5- 1.0
vear and accordingly other age group have been
formed. The measurement were taken accord-
ing 1o the methods prescribed by Martin and
Saller (1957) during the year 1990-93 and the
study is a cross-sectional one. The t-test of sig-
nificance were applied to find out the sex
difference.

The crown heel length of the infants were
taken with the help of an infantometer and for
the children who can stand properly, the anthrop
ometer was used for taking height. Weight was
recorded with the help of a portable weighing
machine, but for infants a weight machine with
an arrangement for weighing infants was used.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The mean value, standard error and standard
deviations and t-values for height and weight of
Kaibartta children were given in the table . The
table shows that the Kaibartta boys are slightly
taller and heavier than that of the girls except in
first six month of age. In height the girls are
slightly taller than the boys in between 2.5 - 3.5
vear. A negative growth is observed in the
age group 2.5 - 3.0, year in weight in case of
boys.

It is clear from the table that there is no sex
difference except in the 1.0 year, 4.5 year and
Sth year of age in height. But in case of weight
the sex difference is observed in 1.0} year, 1.5
year and 5th year and it is highly significant.

[t is evident from the table that the heighit and
weight of both sexes are increasing continously
with the increase of age, but not in an uniform
pace. It may be because of their food habit and
other environmental factors,
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20 M.N. DUTTA
Tahle I : Statistical constants of Lengih/Height and Welght with t-values of Kalhartia

Age proups [years) Boys Gilrls -valuwes
Mo, Mean 2 S E 00 No Mean + 5. E £,
LengihTeight (in cm)
Binh = 0.5 A5 56.70 087 4.87 0 58.20 1.07 5.86 .11

0.5 = 1.0 40 6T.55 054 356 i0 6504 .63 357 7
1 - 1.5 30 T4.34 066 165 30 Tios 0T ER 1.32
1.5 - 2.0 32 TIEY 042 3153 30 a0 06T 168 0.86
0 - 1.5 35 Bi48 077 458 30 Ex20 082 4,49 I.13%
2.5 = 3.0 32 Bd.43 0.76 4.34 40 Ed BS 0.70 445 0,40
30 - 35 13 42.31 075 4.32 i 42,60 [V -1 4 B 0,25
35 - 40 40 §5.33 098 457 41 370 093 G.00 1.34
40 - 4.5 31 GRI2 064 368 30 Q583 061 334 150/
45 = 50 37 10210 0.73 4.49 35 9975 0,75 4 48 2,24

Weight {in kgl

Birth - 0.5 35 502 025 148 30 533 0w a7 098

05 - 1O 40 793 D18 1LLIE 30 68T OS5 08T 452!
.o - 1.5 30 L.24 023 1.26 kL] 7.96 .20 1.13 4, 19!
1.5 - 20 3z 929 026 147 30 g9 018 1.0z 1.20
0 - 2% 35 1082 026 1.5 30 1030 024 1.32 146
25 = 30 32 InG6 018 106 40 1063 024 1.57 0.1
0 = 1% 33 12,56 026 1.4% 30 1242 017 096 0.45
15 — 40 40 13.2% 026 1.68 dl 12.6% 0.33 2.15 1.35
40 - 45 33 1387 026 1.53 30 13235 021 1.7 .55
45 - 50 37 14,95 024 146 35 1365 024 145 3.94!

I. Significant at 5%





