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ABSTRACT The study was carried sut among 410
couple of the Sunni Muslims of Anantapur, Andhra
Prodesh, to ascertnin the prevalence of consanguinity
and coefficient of inbreeding. Sunni Muslims of Anon-
tapur showed o high incidence { 16.34%) of Matrilateral
[(MBD} cousin marriages over other types of marriages.
Thie co-efficient of inbreeding among Sunni Muslims is
o (0L,0H1 5D and the report is in agreement with ather
udies on Muslims from Andhra Pradesh.

INTRODUCTION

Inbreeding is a form of non-random mating
that takes place between close relatives having
similar identical genes. It is a chnsﬂqw:ncc of
mating between genetically related persons
wilh atleast one of M0OPe COMMON ancestors and
the resulting offspring of such mating is said o
be inbred. Inbreeding reduces the number of
heterozyeotes and increases the homozygoles,
In, thus, ultimately reduces the variation in a
population. The different types of consanguin-
eous marriages and inbreeding among Muslims
in India have been reported by various workers
(AL, 1968; Basu, 1975, Das and Ghosh, 1992;
Goswami, 1970; Hoque and Bandhopadhayay,
19921, In Andhra Pradesh wo, (Renuka MNair
and Murthy, 1977; Ramakrishna Reddy. 1987;
Sanghvi, 1966) data on the patiern and inci-
dence of consanguineous marriages of Muslim
population are available except Muslims of
Anantapur. The present study is aimed o add
substance tothe existing literature. Further, the
present study is also compared with other pub-
lished data of Muslims in India,

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The material for the present study are drawn
from Sunni Muslims of Anantapur town,

Andhra Pradesh. Most Muslims of this wown are
merchants, labourers, tailors and other job hold-
ers. The Sunni Muslims of the present study can
be classified into Sayyads, Sheiks, Pathans,
Moghuls and Labbais. The Sheiks are reported
o be numerous than others. The field work for
the present study has been carried ou during
February, 1995,

The data on each family was collected using
a comprehensive guestionnaire and pedigree
analysis. The individuals in the Mendelian pop-
ulation were recognized by tracing the consan-
guineous relationship between their parents in
pedigrees going back o atleast two generations,
The inbreeding co-efficient was calculated as
suggested by Wright (1922),

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table | shows the prevalence of consanguin-
eous marriages and co-efficient of inbreeding.
Altogether 102 families were consanguineosus
with a percentage of 25.00 in a total study of
4|0 marriages. The most frequent one is matri-
lateral cousin marriages (16.34%) followed by
patrilineal cousin marriages (3.65%). Thisis in
agreement with the common trend in South In-
dian Fopulation. However, the uncle-niece type
of marriages are less frequent among Muslims
and constitute only 0.73%. The other distant
tvpe of marriages like first cousin once re-
moved (1.46%) second cousin marriages
(0.73%) occur less frequently. The mean in-
breeding co-efficients (o) for autosomal and
sex linked genes were found to be 0.015 and
0.02262, respectively.

Table 2 shows the comparison of consan-
puineous marriages and co-efficient of inbreed-
ing with other Muslim groups of India. It can be
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Table 1z Frevalence of consanguineons marriages
and inbreeding coelficient among the Sunni
Muslims of Anantapur

Tupre Muriiages Meun
o mrriage Mo, Percertage  Tabreeding
Cuefficiens (F}
Ao~ Nex-

| __samal _linked
MNomconsanguineous 308 75012 = —
Consanguipeous o0 2488 -
A rass-cousin
Uncle-miece 1 71 00N LR
Firsl Cougin: wo o 2195 DOl4n -
Cross cousin;
Mitrbateral 67 163 - 20
Fairilaterml 15 364 - (L0
Farellel cousin:
Muinlaeral 5 .21 - (L0076
Patrilateral 1073 B ]
Firgl causin-
amce rermoved & 146 GODES 000045
Becond cousin k! 073 0kl 00000
Total 41 10000 00155 002262

summarised from the table that the Sunni Mus.
Tims of Anantapur differ significantly from their
counterparts of Muslims and Boharas of Maha-
rashira (59.3%) (Goswami, 1970) showing
higher incidence of consanguinity followed by
Muslims of Andhra Pradesh (46, 10%) (Roy-
choudhury, 1976). The lower incidence of con-
sanguinity is found in Sunni Muslims of West
Bengal (4.52%) (Das and Ghosh, 1992). The

Tuble 2 : Comparison with other Musim growps of India
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Shias of West Bengal (6,00 %) {Das and Ghosh,
1992%. Muslims of Maharashtra (20,17%)

- (3anghvi et al., 1956) shows the prevalence of

consangunicous marriage in increasing order,
The present study is by and large in agreement
with Muslims of Andhra Pradesh (25.4%)
{Renuka Nair and Murthy, 1977).

The co-eflicient of inbreeding amoeng Mus-
lims of Anantapur and others speaks a definite
change in the tradition. According tothe Islam-
ic Doctrine as pronounced by the Prophet Mo-
hammed that as first Muslims are advised 1o go
for mates within the close Kin and if not avail-
able then search for mates outside the kin after
obaining due permission from close kin. Bu
the modern civilization is like tempest and all
the rigid traditions of Muslims are subjected o
change. Thus, itis a common trend im Muslims
now-a-days to zo for mate outside the close Kin
groups, thereby, registering a decline in consan-
guineous marriages.

REFERENCES

Ads, 5.G.M. - Inbreeding and endogamy in Kerala ¢Indial.
At CGrener. Srap Med,, 18 369-375 { o)

Bawsu, 5.K. © Effect of consanguinity amang Morth Indinn
Muslims. . Pop, Res. 2 5768 (1975),

s, MK and Ghesh, A KL - Inbreeding among the Shis and
the Sunni of 24 Parngonns, West Bengal. J. fod. Ar-
thrap, Soc, 27 D BS-R9 (19920

Paprelation

Nianber of  Consanguineoes

Inbreeding  Amifor

murnoger  marriages (%) ro-efficienr
Sunmi Muslimns of Anantapur 414} 24 BT 0015 Pressmt study
Sheiks of Andhrn Pradesh T 3403 0021  Ramakrishna Reddy, 1987
Savyads of Andbra Prodesh 571 3590 0022 Ramakrsihna Reddy, 1987
Muslimg of Andbra Prodesh 156 A6.20 0029 Sanghvi, 1966
Buslims of Andhra Pradesh L1&T 1340 004 Renuka Mar & Munhy, 1977
Muslims of Andhra Pradesh 65 46,10 0030 Roychoudhury, 1976
Muslims and Parsis of Maharashira 2014 007 0000 Sanghvi et al., 1956
Muslims of Maharashtra 79 17.50 0011 Malhotra et ol 1976
Buslims and Bohoras 351 030 036 Goswamd, 1970
Buslims ol Tamil Nadu g 34,20 0021 Rovchoudhury, 1976
Buslins of Kerals 215 1330 0012 Roychoudhury, 1976
Muslins of Kerala 562 17,30 Dol Ropcheadbury, 1976
Sunni of West Bengal 155 457 00025 Dos ond Ghesh, 1992
Shias of West Bengal 331 601 00035 Dens ond Ghosh, 1992




IMBREEDIMG AMOMG SUNNI MUSLIMS OF ANANTAPUR, ANDHREA PRADESH 223

Goswinni, H.K. © Frequency of consanguineows marriage
in Maddya Pradesh. Aoy Gener, Med, Gemellol, 19
ARG (10,

Hagque, 1, and Bandhopadbayay, &R Consanguinity
amang the Musglims of West Bengal. J. indien Anthrop,
Seie,, 27 94 (1992).

Hug. F. : Consanguinity and inbreeding ameng the Mus-
lims of Mushirabad and Birbham districts of Wesi
Bengal. J. Indicn Anthrap Sec, 11 20-25 01976}

Malkoirn, KOO, Ahmadi, K., Kaz, R.B. and Bhosale, N_:
Cumnn[xuimnu:ﬁ marriages among live Moshms so-
lares of Maharashir, Prec. of 30d Conf of Ind. Soc.
lller".lll Ceeaner,, Coloutta (1975

Ramnkrishna Reddy, G. © Bio-anthropelogical Sady
Amarg Sunne Mugliog af Chitroar Diserice, Anadira
FPradesh. Fh. [, Thesis, S Venkareswara Universi-
vy, Tirwpati. Andhea Pradesh {([987).

Rae, PS5, and lnbaraj. 5.G.  Inbreeding effects in Tamil
Miudw, Sawh India, Soc. Biel, 24 281-288 (1977

Roychaudhury, & K, : Inbresding in Indian Populations.
Trany. Hoce Res. o, 13 65-To (19760,

Snnghwi, L0y, Vards, I35 and Master, H E. .Fn-.'quErlL'}'
of consanguinecus marriages in twelve endogameous
groups in Bombay. Acta Gener. Srar Med, 60 41-4%
(1956])

Sanghvi, LI, : Iebeeeding inrural areasof Andhra Prodesh.
Indigr I, Gener., 26A : 351-356 { 190h).





