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ARSTHALUT  Ths paper regaets the dastrabailion of six
morpha-behavioural wais, vz, hand clasping. amm folding,
tengue rolling. tongue folding, ear lobe attachment and
hypennchosis amang Rajaka, a washerman caste of Andhra
Pradesh.

INTRODUCTTON

Wisual obsrvations on morpho-hehavioural
trants have been used in anthropological siudies
fior the classification of human races, Intact, the
characters such as skin colowr, hair form, nose
shape, ete, are wsed widely in human varation
studies. The present siudy, therefore, aims at
investgating the distrbuon ol a few morphio-
logical and behavioural traits among Rajoka
caste of Andbra Pradesh. The Rajaka, also ref-
fered to as Chakali or DMwobd, falls in the Sudra,
the fourth category of the Hindu % ama system.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Data on six morphological and behaviroual
charscters were obtxined from adult male and
female Rajaka subjects residing in Visakhapat-
o ey, Andhrea Pradesh. The standard tech-
miques and methods were followed: Malhotra
and Bhanu (1967) for hand clasping and arm
folding, Sturtevant {1940} for womgue ralling,
Hau { 1948} for tongue folding., Mohanraju and
Mukherjee (1973) for ear lobe attachment and
Malhotra {1969) for hyperirichosis.

For r.;rrrupumdmrr > Y. Babu, Regional Medical Ke-
search Centre, Indian Council of Medical Research,
“handrasekharpur, Bhubaneswar 751 016, Orizsa, India

RESUL TS AMIY INSCUSSIOMN

The distribution of the six morpho-behav-
ioural chariciers investigated among Rajaka is
presened in wble 1 For band clasping, the fre-
quency of right type subjects is more in males
(60 ) than in Fameles (50%). The analysis of
arm folding indicates that the high incidence of
left type of arm folding is observed among both
males (52.38°%) and females (63645 ). Major-
ity of Andhra castes have reporied higher fre-
quencies of nght type of hand clasping and let
type of arm folding. The ability to roll the
tongue inte "1 shape is observed 43 81% in
males and 46.36% in females, while 32 38% of
magles and 35 45% of females can fold ther
tomgues. The incidence of tongue rolling among
Andhra castes ranges between 43.64%
(Srivaishnava Brahmin; Sethuraman et al.,
1978) and 78 21% {(MNayi Brahmin; Shameen
Bhasha, 19800, while that of tongue folding s
between 7. 100% (Kapu, Naidw, 1974) and
IR 43 (Madiga: Rojasekhar Reddy, 1984,
Eegarding ear lobe attachment, majority of
Rajaka males (63, 94%) and females (62 56'%)
are found with free ear lobes. The Andhra castes
show great variation inthe incidence of free ear
lobes, the highest frequency being recorded
B4 8 1% in Pato Sah (Jamal Bhasha, 19800 and
the lowest (10.90%) in Mayi Brahmin
(Shameem Bhasha, 19800, The Y-linked hyper-
trichosis pinnae auris 15 found only among
males with an incidence of 17.67%. This 1%
within the range of other Andhra castes. The
lowest incidence (12.96%) is reported among
Nayi Brahmin (Shameem Bhasha, 1980) and
the highest (50.00%) among Mala (Veerrajuo
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Table It Distribotion of marpho-hehavioaral characters among the Rajak:

Female

Male value for
Characler Bisexual
M, % M, B difference®
Hand claspming
Hight 63 00,0001 55 50,00 21695
Lt 42 4000 55 S04
A folding
Right 50 47,62 40 16,36 L7963
Left 55 J2.38 o 63.64
Tngue rolling
Pressmt 46 43,81 51 636 01415
Abrenl b 6.10 £9 5364
Tongue folding
Present 34 3238 19 15,45 02263
Ahsent T 6762 Tl g 52
Ear lobe
Attached 75 3606 Tt 1744 h0E43
Fres 133 6304 127 6256
Hypertrichosis
Present I8 1767
Absent 177 B2.33 = -
= P = 005

and Satyanarayana, 1973), Mo character exhib-
ited bisexual difference,
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