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ABSTRACT Hypermrichosis among Chaons of Purnea
was stwdied. Hyperwichosis of ears amonsg Oracns have a
frequency of 15.55% (hary helig 5. 18%, wrapus hair T.40%
and ear lobe 2.96%) which i cemilac o lndian populatons.
Thee frequensey of hy pennchosiz in Morth and Cental India
1 comparatively lower than in South [adka,

INTRODUCTION

The Oraons are o Doavidin tnbe and form a
second major wibe next of the Santals in Bibar.
They are enodogamous and largely found in the
districts of Palamau, Hazaribagh, Ranchi and
Purnen. Kirk et al. (1962 concluded that genet-
ically the Oraons are nod closely related o oth-
er Pre-Dieavidian stock in India an present. They
have migrated (o Purnea nearly MW vears ago
from Chotanagpur (Pandey et al., 1993),

Hypertrichosis is a Y- linked character
(Ciates, 1960, (rates and Bhaduri, 1961; Gates
etal., 1962; Dronamraju, 19640, 1964, Dronamr-
aju and Haldone, 1962, 1963; Chanopadiyay,
1966 and Deka and Pattojoshi, 1975). Oceur-
rence of a large number of males and no female
with true hairs, analysis in the workd, support Y-
linked hypothesis for this trait. However, Chao-
rasin and Goswamai (197 1) have reported female
with hairy ear rims. Rao (1970) has expressed
two gene hypothesis according to which even fe-
males can express, while the trait gene is still -
linked, This trait is seen rather frequently in
India, but also occurs in Caucasians, Australian
aborigines and Japanese. A large number of
studies have been carmied out (o show the genel-
ics and variability in different population for this
particular trait. But in the tribes of Pumen divi-
sion, This type of study is yet to be carmied out.
The purpose of the present paper 15 o report the

data on hypertrichosis of caramong the Oraons
of Purnea, Bihar

MATERIALS AND METHODS

135 unrelated adult males aged between 17
tov B years were observed for the present stady.
The investigation was carried out i different
villages of Purnea district. Presence or absence
of hair on four regions (auditory meaus, the r-
agus, the lobules and the helix) of both ears was
recored separately. Methodology of Malhotra
196 "than sl men with ome or more hairs on
any part of ear should be classilied us affected”
wias followed.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Table 1 shows the frequency of affected per-
soms. D s noted than fracoon allected om helix,
tragus and lobe increases with increasing age.
Such result have been alse reported by
Dromamraju (19630), Slatiz and Apelbium
(1963) and Sterm etal. { 1964). Outof 135 males,
5. 18% were found to have hairy helix, 7.40'%
have tragus hair and 2,96% have haars on the car
Loshe (Table 1) [is tobe noted that presence of
hair is observed more often on ragus than he-
lix. The age of the ouset of hyperrichosis on
dafTerent areas of is fownd 40 years for agus, 42
years for helix and 55 yvears of the lobe. ek
and Pattojoshi (1975) have reported the pres-
ence of this trait on one ear in their study of
Giadaba of Orissa, However, no such case was
found in the present investigation, [tis observed
that fraction affected o helix, ragus and [obe
increases with increase in age.

Little information regarding this tmit is avil-
able among those of Negroid and Mongoloid
origing. Gates et al. (19%62) sindied Mongoloid
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groups (Lepchas, Bhotias, Tibetan-refugees.
Ehasis and Totos), but did not find any affect-
ed individual. However, Chakarvant ( 1964)
reported two individwals having hairy rims
among the Totos, a tnbe with Mongoloid affin-
ity of Jalpiaguri (West Bengal), Chattopadhyay
(1962) observed 15 Negroes but non was found
to be affected. Gates amd Vella (1962 ) found this
traitin 25 Maltese males. Itmay be inferred that
Mongoloid people possess very low frequency
or lack this trait (Carg, 1O, Guha (1951) con-
siders that the Oraons are related 1o the Proto-
Australoid stock. In the present siudy among Or-
aons the frequency is 15.55 per cenl.
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Table 1: Frequency of halry helix tragus and ear lobe

im Drann males
Type (Mrrved Affecied  Unaffected
Neamber n % " %
Hairy helix 135 TOR18 13% 93
« Tragus hair 135 1 T40 125 92540
Hairs on the ear lohe 133 4 1Os 131 903
Toral 135 11 1555 114 B4.45

Dronamraju. KB ¢ Y- linked in man. Matare, 200:424-425
{196 7).

Garg, 5.K. : Hypertichosis of ear among the Bhokss of
Diehea Dhan, fad. 2. Pleys. Anthrop, Hum, Gasmer, 6 143-
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Tahble I : Fregquency of hyperirichosls of the ear among Oracns by age groups

Age Tragus Lobe Helix

P I 2 E| { F i i 2 ¥
17-19 - 5 . = 5 5 -
2029 i - 0 20 =
J0-30 35 . 15 - kL -
449 4 EN LER 4] - 41 - k} 37 naors
5059 3 12 LU Z 13 0.133 2 15 0.133
G169 i 8 U 2b z ] 0,200 2 B 0,200
Thabove I a 0, 13 : ] x - 10 .
Tatal 1o 115 L] q 131 0,331 7 12% 0408

1. Affected 2. Unaffected 3. Fraction affected
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