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ABSTRACT This paper reporis resulis of FTC Laste
pereaption in two endogamous caste populations (Brah-
mins and Yadavas) of Coasial Andhra Pradesh in South
[ndia,

INTRODUCTION

The genetically determined aste sensitivity
of phenyl thiocarbamide (PTC) helps to classi-
fy individuals into "tasiers and non-tasters”
categories (Fox, 1932), The ability to taste this
chemical 15 due mainly to the presence of the
dominant form of the gene (7). In view of the
considerable cthnic variability in India, this
iasie preceplion parameter offers an inexpen-
sive method o study human genelic variation
in the country.

The present study was therefore planned to
examing P.T,C. taste preception in two endog-
amous caste populations viz., Brahmins and
Yadavas of Visakhapatnam city of coastal
Andhra Pradesh, South India.

SUBJECTS AND METHODS

A sample of 275 randomly selected unrelat-
ed healthy school children of the both sexes
from the two endogamons groups (120 Brah-
mins and 155 Yadavas) was screened for abili-
ty to taste P.T.C. by the serial dilution tech-
nigues discribed by Harms and Kalmus (1949},

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The distribution of the taste thresholds for
PTC among males and females of the two ¢n-
dogamous populations studied here is shown
in table 1. The taste thresholds in the Brahmins
and Yadava populations follow bimodal distri-
bution pattern. The antimode falls at the solu-
tions 3rd and 2nd for males and females, re-
spectively among Brahmin, whereas in Yada-
vas it falls at dilotion 2nd for both the sexes.
The Penrose index (DWS) values also deter-
mine the biomodality of the taste threshold
distribution, the value being greater than 2 in
both endogamous castes and sexes (Table 2).

The frequency of non-itasters is higher
among Brahmins (10.83%) than in Yadavas
{7.10%) (Table 2), the frequency was litlle
higher among males than among females in
hoth the castes, bul these differences were not
appreciable.

The incidence of non-taster allele 't was
higher (0.3291) in the Brahmin compared to
the Yadava (0.2664) (Table 2). However,
there was no suggestion of any intergroup het-
erogensity hetween them = 11569 d.0 = 1;
0.03=pe=0.20).
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