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ABSTRACT The lrula of Coimbatore was selected for
the study of various demographic parameters at the
level of exogamous units. An intensive study was
conducted among the Irula of Perumalkoilpathy
seitlement (of Coimbatore district) for this purpose.
Analysis was carried out at clan level for various
parameters, In this settlement only three clans (Sambar,
Karatiga and Parathara) are represented while there are
twelve clans among the Irulas of Coimbatore region.
The hamlet consists of 38 households with a total
population of 182. The clan level daia were analysed
for different aspects like population composition, sex
ratio, dependency ratio. breeding size, age at marriage,
marital distance, inter-clan marriages, consanguineous
marriages. inbreeding coefficient, mortality and
fertility. It is found that there are similarities with
regards to different demographic aspects between the
brotherly clans than their alliance clans.

INTRODUCTION

Most of the scholars in their studies on
population structure have not attached much
importance to the analysis at the level of ex-
ogamous unit of a population for various de-
mographic parameters. Hence, there is a need
for such micro-level studies, particularly
among different tribal populations where ex-
ogamous units can easily be identified due to
the importance attached o them,

With the afore metioned objective in view,
an attempt has been made to study certain
aspects of population structure among the Ir-
ulas of Coimbatore district, Tamil Nadu.
Some of the synonyms of Irula are Irular, Ir-
uligar, Iraliga, Eruligam, Kado Pujan, Vel-

*  Earlier version of this paper was presented al a Na-
tional Seminar on Population Structure Among the
Tribes, held at Ooty during 11-13 December, 1985,

lan, Possali-Pujari etc. {Thurston, 1909). Ac-
cording to Perialwar (1985) Irulas can be di-
vided into five sub groups based on their so-
cio-cultural and dialectical variations. They
are 1. Melanadu Irulas, 2. Kasabas, 3. Vet-
takadn Irulas, 4. Uralis and 5. Kadu Pujaris.
[rulas are spread over the three Southern
states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Kamataka,
The Irula with a population of 1,05,759 oc-
cupies a second position with regards to nu-
merical strength in the tribal map of Tamil
nadu. Qut of all districts of Tamil Nadu
where Irulas are spread, Coimbatore districts
with an Irula population of 10,659 occupies,
fourth positon {in numerical sirength of the
Irula). Out of the total Irula population in
Coimbatore district, 96 per cent are from ru-
ral area (Census of India, 1981). Irulas are
one of the important tribes of Coimbatore
district and they are found-in all the taluks of
it. The Irulas of Coimbatore claim that they
have descended from a person named Koyan,
on whose name, Coimbatore city was estab-
lished (viz. Koyan Puttur became Coim-
bawore).

[rulas of Coimbatore district say they
along with the Irolas of Anamalai hills and
Attapady valley of Kerala state, form one
group. All of them are referred by a common
term, "Vetta Kada' Irulas. Perialwar (1985)
has included Irulas of Coonoor taluk (Nilgi-
ri district) in Vettakada Irula category. These
people do not have marital relations with the
Irulas from other districts of Tamil Nadu.

The Irulas of Coimbatore district can be
grouped into two kinds, those living in the
reserved forest areas, and those living in the
plains., The Irulas living in the plains may
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further be divided into two categories: (1)
those residing in clusters (normally composed
of some 30 to 60 households in a settlement),
and (2} those scattered over in the farms as
farm servants.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

For the present study, Perumalkoilpathy,
an Irula settlement has been selected. The
settlement comes under the jurisdiction of
Alandhurai revenue village, Coimbatore ta-
luk, Coimbatore district. The settlement is
located in the plains area near the border of
Siruvani-Sinnar forest area. The data from
this population were gathered during Decem-
ber 1984 and January 1985. Household cen-
sus material was collected from Peru-
malkoilpathy alone. While personal inter-
views wre carried among the Irulas of Peru-
malkoilpathy, Sadivel and Seengupathy.
These two Irula settlements (Sadivel and
Seengupathy), are situated in reserve forest
area and are located at a distance of 6 and 8
kms, respectively from Perumalkoilpathy.

Perumalkoilpathy : A metalled road runs
from Coimbatore city to the Siruvani-Sinnar
forest area in the south-western direction. On
that road at the 28th km (at Iruttupallam)
there is a mud road which leads in the east-
em direction to Perumalkoilpathy, which is
an exclusive Irula settlement consisting of 38
households with a population of 181.

The Irula refer to their house as Korey. A
traditional house has no windows, the main
consideration of the people is one of warding
off cold winds. They speak their own dialect
which is related to Tamil. The staple food
among the Irula is Samai (a kind of millet)
and rice.

All the women and men in the settlement
have their clothing pattern similar to that of
other communities around the village. They
are traditionally food gatherers and hunters.
Later they turmed to slash-and-bum cultiva-
tion, Now they have adopted agriculture as
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their principal economic activity. Other sub-
sidiary occupations like food gathering, fish-
ing, animal husbandry, honey collection and
poultry keeping are also in vogue. Some of
them work as wage labourers.

Land is inherited in the male line. When

‘son gets married; the father usually assists

him to construct a new hut (neolocal resi-
dence). The parental house is inherited by
the last son (ultimogeniture).

Decent Groups and Marriage : Though
our intensive study is confined to Peruma-
Ikoilpathy, our personal interviews at Sadivel
and Seengupathy gave a clear picture of the
clans and their marriage transactions among
the Coimbatore Irulas.

Descent Groups : The Irula is divided into
various exogamous and patrilineal units.
There are about 12 exogamous sects present
among the Irulas of Coimbatore district. We
may equate them to clans. The local term for
this unit is Jathi. The name of these exoga-
mous units are as follows :

1. Kuppey, 2. Sambar, 3. Karatiga, 4. Kurunagey.
5. Devaney. 6. Pungey, 7. Koduvey, 8, Parathara,

9. Kuppili, 10. Uppili. 11. Vellai, 12. Arumoopa

Each Jathi in torn is divided into many
smaller exogamous units. The local term for
this small unit is kulam'. This unit may be
equated to a lineage. Clans and lineages are
stratified into a heirarchical order. They bave
a priestly clan by name Vellai. Village head-
men are selected only from certain clans.
Normally in an Irula settlement, people be-
longing to two or three clans are present and
cach clan may be represented by one or two
lineages in it. Due to its larger spread, the
clan is not of functional significance in day-
to-day life, though it has its importance in
certain contexts. For them lineage is the vi-
able unit for all practical purposes. Lineage
head occupies an important place and is
called as Guruvan or Kula guruvu. He should
assist the lineage member in identifying lin-
eages and clans with whom it is proper to
contract marriages.
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Every person is considered to belong Lo
the lineage of his or her father. A women,
even after her marriage retains the same lin-
eage membership of her father-genitor. If a
non-Irula marries an Irula woman, he is as-

signed to anyone of the lineages that has

marital relations with the mother's lineage.

Marriage : Local terms for marriage are
‘Madhuvey' and "Tharamoortham'. They have
set pattern of alliance relations. Three clans
form into a group and exchange brides with
the other three groups. The clans within a set
can be referred as brotherly clans. Members
with such brotherly relations are known as
Thayandhis (or Pangali). While other groups
of clans stand at alliance relationship to it.
The clans which exchange spouses are Sam-
baradhunga (or Mama machan) to one anoth-
er. This may be represented in the following
way.

Kuppey
H_'_._..--"‘" KW“-\-""‘-N.‘__
- Uppili
Parathara | - Kurunagey
Karatiga“ Sambar
Arumoopu | Pungey
Devaney
Koduvey /
Vellai

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The hamlet consists of 38 households with
a total population of 182. Mainly we come
across three clans in the settlement. They are
Sambar, Parathara and Karatiga. 14 house-
holds with a population of 68 form Sambar,
while Parathara consists of 9 households with
a population of 41. Karatiga clan encompass-
es 12 households with a population of 61.
Besides these, there are three households with
a population of 11. As the people belonging
to these three households are not able to
identify themselves to any clan, they have
not been considered for analysis in this pa-
per. Hence, the analysis is confined to only
three clans (Sambar, Parathara and Karatiga).

Papulation Composition : Old people are
found to be relatively less in number than
young poeple in all the three clans. Wheth-
er we consider the populaion of individual

clans or of total settlement (combining all

clans) we get a picture of growing population
with relatively more number of young idivid-
uals (Table 1}.

Sex Ratio : Equal number of males and
females are found in Sambar clan while it is
distorted in the other two clans. Sex ratio is
found to be less in Parathara while in Karati-
ga it is more (Table 2).

Dependency Ratio and Breeding Size .
Male dependency ratio is found to be rela-
tively higher than the female dependency ra-
tio among all clans. The dependency ratio is
found to be highest in the Parathara for both
males and females among the three clans
(Table 3). Breeding size (people belong to
age group 15-49 yrs) is found to be highest
in Karatiga (49.18) and lowest in Parathara
(41.46) among the three clans (Table 4).

Age at Marriage : Karatiga men showed
higher average age at marriage than the oth-
ers while Parathara women show higher
mean age at marriage than the other women
from two clans (Table 5).

Marital Distance : Two thirds of the mar-
riages of Karatiga and Parathara have been
performed within the village itself. While
only 35.71 per cent of the marriages of Sam-
bar are of intra-village type. Accordingly, we
come across highest mean marital distance in
Sambar clan among the three clans (Table 6).

Inter-clan Marriages : Out of the 14
brides received by Sambar ¢lan, B are from
Karatiga and 6 are from Parathara. In reci-
procity Karatiga received 12 brides from
Sambar while Parathara received 19 brides
from Sambar. Brides exchange is seen rela-
tively more between Sambar and Karatiga
rather than between Sambar and Parathara.

Consanguineous Marriages : A few siud-
ies on consanguineous marriages among the
Irulas of Tamil nadu have been carried by
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Chakravartti (1968), Roychoudhury (1980),
Saheb and Bhanu (1984) and Reddy (1985)
bave found that 49.98 per cent of the mar-
riages among North Arcot Irulas are of con-
sanguineous. Reddy (1985) found that 46 per
cent of Nilgiri Irula marriages are of consan-
guineous type. While, Chakravartti (1968)
found only 24.13 per cent of the Madras Ir-
ula marriages to be consanguineous. Roy-
choudhury (1980), basing on census materi-
al, estimated consanguinity to be 38.90 per
cent among the Tamil Nadu Irula marriages.

In the present study, we come across high
inbreeding. Of the total Irula marriages (35)

Table 1 : Clan-wise population composition
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in Perumalkoilpathy, 57.14 per cent are con-
sanguineous. The autosomal and sex linked
inbreeding coefficients are esimated to be
0.0446 and 0.0643, respectively. Table 7
gives clan wise frequency of consanguineous
marriages and inbreeding coefficients. The
frequency of consanguineous marriages is
found to be lowest in Sambar clan (42.86%)
among the three clans. While consanguineous
marriages occur with equal intensity
{66.67%) among Parathara and Karatiga
clans.

Feniliry : Mean number of pregnancies is
found to be higher in Parathara whereas the

Age Group Males Females Total
fa Ka Pa Sa Ka Pa Sa Ka Pa
N N N N N N N N N
%) (%) (%) %) (%) %) (%) %) %)
0-4 5 3 3 4 5 3 9 B [
(14.700  (10.34)  (13.64) (11.76) (15.62) (15.79) (13,23 (1311} (14.63)
-9 3 6 i 4 8 4 7 14 10
(8.32) (20,69  (27.27) 11.76) (25000 (21.05) (10,200  (22.95) (24.39)
10-14 5 3 1 3 2 3 -1 5 4
(14.70)  (10.34)  (4.54) [8.82) (6.25) (1579  (11.76)  (B.20) (9. 76y
15-19 3 3 2 4 3 - 7 ] 2
(B.82) {10.34) {9.09) (11.76) (9.38) (10.29) {9.84) 14.88)
20 - 24 3 3 4 3 2 7 L] 2
(8.82) (10.34) (11.76) (9.38) (10.53) (10.29) (9.84) (4.88)
25-129 5 2 2 3 3 4 B 5 ]
(14.70) (6.90) (2.09) (B.82) (9.38) (21.035) (11.76) (B.20) (14.63)
30 - 34 1 2 2 2 1 1 3 3 k]
(2.94) (6.90) (9.09) (5.88) (3.12) (5.26) (4.41) (4.92) {7.32)
35 .19 2 2 3 2 3 - 4 5 3
(5.88) {6.90) (13.64) (5.88) (9.38) (5.88) (8.2 (1.32)
40 - 44 2 ‘2 & 2 3 1 4 5 [
(5.88) (6,904 - (5.88) (9.38) (5.26) (5.88) (8.20) (2.44)
45 - 49 1 3 1 2 - - 3 3 1
(2.94)  (10.34) (4.5 (5.88) - - (4.41) (4.92) (2.44)
50 - 54 2 - - 1 1 - 3 1 -
(5.88) (2.94) (3.12) (4.41) (1.64) -
55-59 1 - 1 1 - 1 2 - 2
(2.94) (4.54) (2.94) (5.26) (2.94) - (4.88)
60 - 64 1 - 1 2 - - 3 - 1
(2.94) (4.54) (5.88) (4.41) - (Z2.44)
Total 34 29 12 34 3z 19 68 61 41

(100,007 (100.00) (100.00) (100000 (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00) (100.00)

Sa = Sambar, Ka=Karatiga and Pa= Parathara
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Table 2 : Sex ratio am&nh three clans

Name of - Mo, of Popula- Sex
the clan households tion rafio®
Sambar 14 68 100
Karatiga 12 6l 1L
Parathara 9 41 86

* Number of Females per 100 males

Table 3 ; Dependency ratle among three clans

Fex Dependency Ratic

Sambar Karatiga  Parathara
Male 1.125 L.O71 1444
Female 1.000 1000 1.375
Total 1060 1033 1.412

Table 4 : Breeding size among three clans
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highest in case of average number of surviv-
ing offspring among the three clans (Tablé
8). :

Moraliry © We could not record abortions
and miscarriages in Sambar clan, We come
across higher mean number of abortions and
miscarriages and infant mortality in Parathara
than the other clans (Tahle 9).

We find higher levels of fertility (pregnan-
cies and living offspring) and mortality (foe-
tal loss and infant mortality) among Parathara
than the other clans (Tables 8 and 9).

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

1. The analysis of age composition reflects

Sex Breeding Size
Below |5 Years 15 - 49 Years Above 50 years
Sa Ka FPa Sa Ka Fa Sa Ka Fa
Male & i8.24 41.38 A545 47.06 48.28 40.91 14,70 10,34 13.64
M 13 12 1o (1] 14 9 5 3 3
Female k: 3235 46,88 5263 5000 S0.00 4211 17.65 112 526
N 11 15 10 17 16 L] i I [
Total: & 15.29 44.26- 4878 48.53 49.18 4146 16,18 6.56 976
M 4 7 0 33 30 17 1 - 4 4

Sa - Sambar, Ka: Karatiga and Pa: Parathara
Table 5 ¢ Average age st marriage among different

clans
Clan name Male Female
Mean = S.E Mean = 5.E
Sambar 20,36 = 0.52 15.86 + 0.65
Karatiga 20LEY = (L66 1542 + 0,45
Parathara 20.56 = .65 14,11 = 048

Table 6 : Village endogamy and mean marcital dis-
tance among three clans

Clan nanme Village Endogamy M.M.D.*
%) Mean = S.E.
Sambar 3571 4.68 = 1.53
Karatiga 6667 1.0% + 0156
Parathara 667 (.88 = 0.29

= MMD = Mean Marital Distance

mean number of live-births is found to be
higher in Karatiga. However, Prathara ranks

the pattern of typical Indian growing popula-
o,

2. Male dependency ratio is found to be
higher in all clans than female dependency
ratio. .

3. Sex ratio is different among Parathara
and Karatiga unlike in Sambar ¢lan.

4. Much variation is not observed with re-
gards to age at marriage among three clans.

5. The percentage of village endogamy (in
marriages! is found to be higher in Karatiga
and Parathara than Sambar, As a result, the
mean marital distance is found to be higher
in Sambar than the other clans.

6. The frequency of consanguineous mar-
riages is found to be higher in Karatiga and
Parathara than Sambar, First coysin marriag-
es are found to be common in all the clans
unlike uncle niece marriages.

7. Consanguinity and village endogamy in
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Table 7 : Pattern and prevalence of consanguineous marriages and Inbreeding coefficlents among three cluns

lan Consanguineous Marriages Non-consan-  Total Mean inbreeding
rhei e guingous i fent -
Uincle First cousin Total marriages Fr Fx
mece MEBD FZD
N (%) Nit) Ni) M) Ni%e)
Sambar - 6 (42.86) - G(42.86) B (57.14) 14 00268 00536
Karatiga 201667y  4(33.33) Z(l6sT) B (6667) 4(33.33) 17 00521 00625
Parathara 33333 33333 - 6 (66.67). 3 (33.33) 9 00625 00833
Toual 501429 13 (37.14) Z(571) 200(57.14) 15 (42.86) is 00446 0643

Fa : Autosomal inbreeding coefficient
Fx : Sex-linked inbreeding coefficient

Table 8 1 Fertility measores among three clans

Clan N Pregnancies  Live-lrirths
el g

Surviving
Offspring
Mean = 5.E. Mean = 5.E. Mean = S.E.

Sambay 14 243 £ 0,42 243 2042 121036
Karatiga 12 3502 063 342 £ 061 2209 + 060
Parathara % 3.67 £ 0.81 311 £ 0.59  2.33 =+ (.55

Table % : Mortality measures among three clans

lan N Abortions and  Infant mortality
ame miscarriages  (balpw one year)
Mean = 5.E. Mean = 5.E.
Sambar 14 o 021 £ 0.15
Karatigar 12 0.08 = 0.08 058 = 0.28
Parathara v .56 = .55 078 £ 0,43

marriages are found to be higher among the
brotherly clans of Parathara and Karatiga
than their alliance clan Sambar. This may be
due to the higher concentration of Sambar
people at a given place (e.g. Perumalkoilpa-
thy) than the sparsely distributed Parathara
and Karaiiga clans.

&. In general the fertility is found w be
low in all the groups, This may be due to the
practice of natural methods of birth co. ol
hesides permanent sterilization methods.

Y. The average rates of prenatal mortality
and infant mortality are found to be very
low. This may be due to their recall lapse.

10. In general, it appears that there are
certiuin similarities with regards to demo-

graphic aspects between the brotherly clans
of Parathara and Karatiga than their alliance
group Sambar. It may have an indirect effect
on the population structure of the Irula. Fur-
ther studies on these lines may provide use-
ful information on the Irula social organiza-
tion and population structure.
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