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ABSTRACT Palmar C-Line variaien among the Grea
Andamanse is mepored.

INTRODUCTION

The polymorphism of C-Line palmar der-
matoglyphics has wsuvally been reported w
elucidate ethmic variation. The aim of the
present study is, however, 10 report bi-manual
and bi-sxual differences among the Great An-
damanese, a negrito tribe of Andaman and
Micobar Islands of India.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Fourieen male and sixieen female Great An-
damanese were living at Strait Island, India
during data collection in September, 1990, Of
these, paim prints of 11 male and 13 female
Great  Andamancse could be  collected
following echnigues of Cummins and Midlo
(1%61). A female baby was excluded becausz
of her rather young age (8 months), Palm print
of left hand of an adult male could not be col-
lected as it was burnt during childhood. Falm
prints were analysed after Plato's classification
of C-Ling terminations {1970).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The distribution of C-Line modal types in
right and lelt hands of Great Andamanese are
shown in @able 1. All four modal types were
observed on left hand, of which the ulnar (17}
Lype was more frequent (69.57%) followed by
radial (R} type, absent (x) types {13.04 % each)
and proximal (PX) type (4.35%). The ulnar
lype was found on right hand whereas other
modal types were absant,

The frequency of ulnar (LI} type of C-Line
iermination in males (80.95%) was somewhai
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less than in females (88.46%). For radial (R)
type, males (9.52%) had a higher incidence
than females (3.85%). The proximal (Px) type
was not found in females whereas 1 was ob-
served in males with frequency of 4.76%. Ab-
sence of C-Line was recorded to be slighty
more i females (7.69%) compard w males
(4.76%).

Tabbe 1 : Frequency distribution of palmar C-line modal
Lypes among the Greal Andamanese

Sexr  Num. Sude  Dnar Kadil Froxic Absend
ber af i) ") mal fxj
Failm {Px)
Male 21 Righ 1 0 i 0
(4762}
Lefe T 2 1 |
(33.33) (9.52) (4.76) (4.76)
Tiemal 17 2 1 |
(2095 (952 (4.76) (4.7a)
Female 236 Right 14 [} i} 0
[55.85)
Left o 1 i 2
(34.61) (3.85) (7.68)
Todal 23 1 0 2
(B%.46) (3.85) (T.69)

Figures in parenthesis indicate percentage

This dermatoglyphic study, therefore does not
sugpest any significant bi-sexoal or bi-manual
differences in the distibution of C-line termina-
tions in the Great Andamancse,
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