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ABSTRALCT FIC taste variation was studied among
lalans-a caste popualation of Andhra Pradesh, South India,

Sensitivily o taste phenyl-thiecarbamide
(FTC) and allied compounds is a well known
polymorphic rait for human variation studies
and several reports are now available on this
marker among tribal and non-tribal populations
of Andhra Pradesh (Simmons et al., 19533,
Veerraju, 1973; Romana Rao, 1976; Golla
Reddy, 1973; Mohan Reddy, 1983; Babu and
Jaikishan, 1984; Andhra University Reporis
1971-1980).

The present study was camed out on the
Jalaris, a fisherman community of Andhra
Pradesh. Liule is known about the orgin and
history of this caste, The Jalaris are a sub caste
under the main caste of Vada, literally meaning
a hoatman, Socially, Jalaris occupy a low posi-
tion and their language is a corrupt form of
Telugu.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The present study was carried out on 215
Talam (109 males and 106 females) drawn ran-
domly from different parts of Visakhapatnam
city of Andhra Pradesh, The method of Harris
and Kalmus (1949 was followed Tor inves-
tigating the tastc sensitivity of these subjects
o PTC,

Table 1: PTC taste ihresholds among Jalaris
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RESULTS AND DISCLSS1OM

Results are presented in table 1. It shows
that antinode falls between solutions 3 and 4
for both sexes. Among the 1049 males tested,
98 were found 1o be PTC tasters and 11 non-
tasters. Similarly, out of the 106 females, 83
were PTC tasters and 23 non-tasters, 11 was
observed that the percentile frequency of wsiers
wias much higher than that of non- tasters (Table
2). The sex difference in the frequency of
asiers amd non-tasiers was statistcally sig-
nificant, (x° = 54350, d.f.1, p<0.05). In the
ttal material, it was observed that 84.19% sub-
jects were PTC msters and 15.819% non-tasters
with a frequency of 0.6023 and 03977 for T
and ralleles, respectively, Among the non-taribal
populations of Andhra Pradesh, the [requency
of non-tasters ranges from 1, 71% in Rellis o
66.67% in Wad Balijas. The present Jalar com-
munity with a figure of 15.81% is close 10 Brah-
min (ALl Reporis, 1973) and Relli casie groups
{Chandriah and Birbahadur, 1979 of the ste.
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Table 2: FTC phenotypes and alele frequencies among

Jalari
Sex MNumber FPhenarype Allele frequen-
fested Jrequencies cEES
Tasters  Nor- T [
tarrers
Males 1% 8991 009 06RZF 03LTT
Females 106 TEI0  ZLTD 05342 L46SE
Toaal 215 B40% 1581 06023 0WTT
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