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ABSTRACT The present swdy gives the infornsation
aboul the average number of livebinhs per ever - nar-
ried Kora woman aged 40 years and above which
apperars Lo be ci i 5_B0 and s I,‘i'l'l 15 7.%2. The msean
number of livebirths o women of all ages and the
ttalnumber of prenatwre death (P ) is 331 = 0.10 and
2RST % The number of stillbirths and aborions are
TA0% o the wial number of mothers conceived (46T,
It 15 also apparem that the mortality component (1) is
higher than the fenility componend {[r]_ The selection
pregs ssure 15 mosderate among the Koras,

INTRODUCTION

The Korus inhabit in the south eastern pan
of Midoapore district, The tenm Kora 15 de-
rived from ther occupaston and 15 not o pe-
neng tenn. Thew 3 mo clue o warrant their
teadivion  say  that they came from
Chotanagpur plateau, while their name sug-
gests a Dravidian ongin and 1t seems possi-
ble that they may be an offshoot of Munda
ribe, who some how sank from the siatus of
independent cultivators (o their present posi-
tion of earth cutting and labourers (Risely,
19649,

In the present paper, the index of natural
selection (1), with its fertility (1) components
hawve beea worked out.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

A demographic survey on fertlity, morial-
iy and other genetical waits were undertaken
oft this tribe from seventeen villages in
Midnapore district during the month of June
- Aupust, 1986 and February - April, 1987,
Chata on demographic variables were col-
lected by retrospective method using struc-
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tured schedules from 405 houselolds,
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Table 1 gives the wwl selection intensiy
(1) according o Crow (1958) and Johnsion
and Kensinger (19713, It appears that the av-
erage number of live births per ever - mar-
ricd woman aged 40 years and above (X) s
5.80 and 1ts varance (V) is T.82. The meun
number of live births w women of all ages
and total number of premature death (P is
331 = (.10 and 2¥.57 %, respectively. The
number of still births and abortions are
T00% to the total number of mothers con-
ceived (4673, 1t 15 also apparent from the

Tahble 1 @ Crow's index of opportunity of selection
among the Koras

Parnicalars Valuwes
Mo, of wonsen aged 40 years and ahove 15
Mo, of live births RS
Mo, of survival e 15 years of age 67
Froporuon surviviog (P) 07374
Propomion dead (P 0,226
Mean live births (X) 5,50
Yariance of live births (V) T8l
Index of moraliy (1) = PJP, 0.291
Index of fertilivy (1) =¥ 0232
L=1_« 1@ 0550
L=1_ + 1P, + I/PPF DLE3Y

1. After Crow (1958)
1, After Johnston and Kensinger {1971}

same lable that the monality component (1)
is higher than the fertllity component (1).
Table 2 exhibits comparative account of
various component of selection intensity in
other tribal populations of West Bengal. In i
evident from this table that the mortality
component (1) is also higher than fertility
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Tuble 2 1 Selection intensity (according o Crow, 1958) and jis componenis bn other tribal groops of West Bengal

Puopalanon Moo Mean Varmance Per coni [ .F_I. I Kowrce
Wouren  Live Of e diedy

birlis Inirths 15 yes

i (v}
Lepcha - TAy 12,75 232 0,297 0444 EGS Maukbhopedhay {15E2)
Lepcha - 553 E L I [T @l 0244 0435 Mukbopedhay {14982
Lianpe 124 ¥ a- 314 Q.50 0.0 1190 Bhatsacharya (1985
PPahira {Merih) 35 4497 4.9% ad 8 RIS b17s 1.13% Ehasu (| 196T)
Pahirs {Soutkern 1) 50 544 .05 3G 5T 0137 [EArk T ] Ehazu [196T)
Pahirs {Scuileern 1 S0 5.0 445 313 4k kR ag? Blasu 119671
Sheeap - TA4 0,36 172 0. 2006 173 DALS Gapra (19800
Sherpa - 453 615 . G.152 0300 DAGE Crapta (1980)
Town 40 T.H3 .82 24.1 0320 0000 0350 Debnatk & Sen (1983}
Kors 151 580 T.82 216 .29l .I37 DA% Present alody
1. Unpublizhed
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component (L) in other tribal populations un-
like the Koras except with the Lepchas
(Mukhopadhyay, 1931} who show the reverse
siluation.

The mdex of wial selection intensity (1)
{Table 1) in Koras show more or less close
simmilarity in values oblained by the method
proposed by Crow (1958) and Johnston and
Eensinger (1971). It 15 closer o the bottom
range (0.6-3.7) reported by Spubler (1962)
among ten tribal populations and in the inter-
mediate position for the values (0.258 -
1.687) calculated for 96 Indian populations
(Reddy and Chopra, 1990), L seems, there-
fore, that selection pressure is acting with
modrate intensity among the Koras.
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