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ABSTRACT Inthepresent chapter it iscarried out an evaluation of the motivationswhich lead to the launching
and the subsequent development of the Human Genome Project. In this respect, then ideological, biosanitary
and economic factors are considered. Although theimportance of the sanitary applicationsisadmitted, bothin
then diagnostic aspect and, the long term, in the therapeutic one, it isargued that the economic factorswerethe
most important component in the devel opment of the Human Genome Project. It isalso discussed the sanitary
applications and the problems associated to themselves, derived of the growing influence of the genetic
factorsin the devel opment of the present day medicine and how the economic interests determine negatively
thelines of investigtion of multifactorial diseases.

Author’'sAddress: Daniel Soutullo, IES MontedaVila, O Grove (Pontevedra), SPAIN
E-mail: soucast@teleline.es

© Kamla-Raj 2004 Societal Responsibilities in Life Sciences
Human Ecology Special Issue No. 12: 29-35 (2004) Charles Susanne, Guest Editor



