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ABSTRACT The issue of co-evolution (interaction of biological and cultural factors during the integrated
evolutionary process of humankind) is increasingly present in the international debate among anthropologists.
A systemic approach of culture (including ethics) as a complex system, based on the existence, structure,
replication and dissemination of “cultural units” (Memes), reveals direct analogies between the cultural and
biological evolutionary processes.
Considering that:
a) Religion constitutes a major cultural trait in all past and contemporary cultures, with major importance

for the moral behaviours and the ethical systems; whereas “rationalism” is based on the biological
background of humans, linked to the potential of the evolving human brain;

b) In our evolutionary phase, no definite barriers can be drawn between biological and cultural behaviour
and

c) The exact contribution of nurture versus nature in the evolution of human civilization is far from clear,
a co-evolutionary approach, applying the memes theory, is suggested for the interpretation of the interaction
between ethics and rationalism, in the particular case of religion’s memes.
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