
Kowhai Grove

Melanie  Holdaway

KEY WORDS  Rest Home, Relationships. Medical Model. Control. Power. Religion.

ABSTRACT  Kowhai Grove is a small rest home facility in the Manawatu New Zealand. This article
is based on observations of its relationships with the outside world, its economy, culture, and power
structures.  We will see how it has become a medicalised community and how labelling theory, the
Dohrenwend model, and Seligman’s learned helplessness can be applied to possible causes of
depression and other psychopathologies in the elderly.  General systems theory is applied to the study
of the formal and informal power hierarchies, while Sarbin’s theory of social roles provides valuable
insight into the religious practices within the community.

Author's Address: Melanie  Holdaway, 79 A Chelwood Street, Palmerston North 5301, NEW
ZEALAND
Phone: 64 6 323-7627, E-mail:  mholdaway@macrocon.net.nz

© Kamla-Raj 2003 Human Ecology and Community
Human Ecology Special Issue No. 11: 89-94 (2003) Robert J Gregory, Guest Editor

CHAPTER 11


