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Drug Scene
Jonathan Aitken
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ABSTRACT Thevery heart of Palmerston North isatown sguare, and Friday and Saturday evenings
are noteworthy for thelarge number of young peoplewho congregate, drink alcohol, smoke marijuana,
and engage in what areto them, pleasurable activities. Recognizing theinherent problems, asignificant
team of dedicated volunteers have formed, and they go forth to provide food, coffee, transport, and
discussions with those in need or those potentially in need. The author studied these volunteers by
joiningin, and found that dial ogue between thesetwo quite different groupsis possible and important.
He sees great opportunity for doing good, and at the same time, raises deep questions about the
causes and long-term solutions to this situation.
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