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ABSTRACT Questions raised by Indian and foreign palaeoanthropologists in the mid-twentieth century have
undergone radical changes as scientific specialists in the disciplines of archaeology, human palaeontology and
palaeo-ecology enter the twenty-first century. Among the catalysts of the new palaeo-anthropology in South
Asia are the fall of the tradition concept of human races within systematic biology, the increase in the prehis-
toric human skeletal record, and a focus upon the biological changes taking place in populations of the Indian
subcontinent as a consequence of the socioeconomic transition from hunting-foraging to food-production
survival strategies beginning in the early Holocene. Problems with respect to training and research opportuni-
ties for young Indian scholars with commitments to palaeoanthropology are discussed.

Author’s Address: Kenneth A.R. Kennedy, Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, Corson Hall
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York 14853 U.S.A.
Tel: 607-254-4214/607-272-3936. Fax: 607-255-8088, E-mail: kak10@ cornell.edu

©Kamla Raj 2001 Human Ecology in the New Millennium
Human Ecology Special Issue No. 10: 173-176  (2001) Veena Bhasin, Vinay K. Srivastava and M.K. Bhasin, Guest Editors


