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ABSTRACT Lagos $ate, Nigeria, witnessed the outbrealdefan Influenza in March 200@he state is the commercial

nerve centre of the countiyhe disease &fcted nine of the 20 Local GovernmAngas in the fate with consequent devastating

losses to poultry farmerShe Sate Government responded by launching a media campaign to combat the spread of the disease.
This study was carried out to ascertain how poultry farmers utilized the media in obtaining information for the control of the
disease. It specifically found out the media preference and reliance of the poultry farmers for information. Systematic random
sampling was used to select 200 poultry farnTéte.study found that majority (82.4%) of the farmers relied on the media for
information. It also found that poultry farmers prefer traditional mass media for information. Of these, radio was the most
preferred medium by the poultry farmers, which was followed by televiBi@se findings showed among others the primacy

of the media in educating the farmers and as a reliable institution in the control of the disease. It is hereby recommended that
Lagos $ate should continuously employ radio, television, newspapers, magazines and interpersonal communication as partners
in progress in mobilising the poultry farmers/public in eradicating the disease or any other thattémeakell-being of the

public.

INTRODUCTION 2006 aloneThis was a threat to the means of
livelihood of millions of Nigerians who are di-
Nigeria witnessed the outbreak of the dreadedectly engaged in poultry business.
Avian Influenza (Al) disease in 2006. On Feb-  Yet, the poultry industryaccording to the
ruary 4, 2006, the Food aAdyricultural Oga-  Federal Government of Nigeria (2007), is vital
nization (AO) confirmed the presence of the to the socio-economic development of Nigeria.
Highly PathogenidAvian Influenza (HRI) The country has a poultry production of about
H5NI in Sambawa farms- a commercial poultry 140 million comprising 25% commercial farms,
farm in Kaduna fte. The disease quickly 15% semi-commercial and 60% backyard. It
spread to other neighbouring statkscording  contributes about 9-10% of agricultural Gross
to Kumbish et al. (2006), a total of 129 out- Domestic Product (GDP).
breaks had occurred in the Federal Cafia Al (bird flu) is an infectious disease of birds
ritory (FCT),Anambra, Bauchi, Benue, Jigawa, caused by typA strain of the influenza virus. It
Kano, Katsina, Lagos, Nasarawa, Ogun, Oyo,s a worldwide diseas&hese viruses occur natu-
Plateau, RiversTaraba and/obe states of Ni- rally among birdsThey are carried in the in-
geria. testines of birdsAl is very contagious among
Faluyi et al. (2006) reported that stringent birds causing sickness in domesticated birds
measures were put in place to eradicate the dissomprising chickens, ducks and turkeys. It
ease and prevent its spread to other states. Suclauses severe sickness in birds resulting in
measures comprised mass destruction of infectedeaths.The disease is caused in domesticated
birds, payment of N250 {lo Hundred and Fifty  birds through direct contact with waterfowl! or
Naira) compensation to poultry farmers for eachother infected poultry or through contact with
bird destroyed; supply of relevant drugs such asurfaces or materials that have been contami-
Tamiflu, the strengthening of laboratories for nated with the virus.
effective diagnosis and confirmatory tests; so-
cial mobilization and community awareness, Outbr eak of Avian Influenza in Lagos $ate
capacity building for health personnel and ef-
fective epidemiological surveillance. Avian Influenza first broke out in Lagosa$e
These methods notwithstanding, Nigeria,on 2¢ March, 2006 at Sab-&le Farms, lju,
according to the Nationaleterinary Research Agege-LagosAccording to Ocholi et al. (2006),
Institute (NVRI) lost not less than one million Lagos, being the commercial nerve centre of the
birds toAl between February and Septembercountry recorded the outbreak as people from



44 SOJIALABI

all parts of the country transact one form of busi-lecting sample size, 200 respondents were se-
ness or the other there. Besides, the major sdacted.The respondents were sampled through

ports in the country through which goods aresystematic random sampling from a population

imported into the country (poultry products in- of 415 registered poultry farmers with the Lagos

clusive) are located in Lagos. State Ministry ofAgriculture.

Nine out of the twenty Local Government  The state was created in 1967 and is located
Areas in Lagostate were décted byAl. There  in south-western part of Nigeria. It has a wet
were consequently devastating losses on the paldand urban environment and is located on the
of the farmers in the statdccording to the narrow coastal plain of th&tlantic Ocean on
Ministry of Information, Lagos tate, the mor  an area of 3,577 square kilometer out of which
tality recorded in the state was 414,910 as a?87 square kilometer (22%) is wat€he state
September2007. has a population of 9,013,534 people according

Worse still, the only human casualty recordedto the 2006 population census.
during the outbreak of the disease occurred in Two hundred (200) respondents (poultry
Lagos $ate.This made the case of the state morefarmers) were selected for the study through

precarious than that of others. systematic random sampling from the registered
poultry farmers in Lagos statA. total of 188
Problem Satement guestionnaires were retrieved and the analyses

were based on these.

Lagos $ate has a thriving and successful
poultry industry It has a market for the sale of Media Usage Factors
poultry products. Because of its high popula-
tion density poultry farmers struggle to meet  Media use of respondents entails ownership
the evefincreasing demand for poultry prod- of media, access to media, frequency of expo-
ucts. But the ravagingl affected the fortunes sure and media preferendéese were measured
of the farmers and consequently their means oés follows:

livelihood. a) Media ownership refers to possession of
Besides, many of the farmers did not know media equipment by respondents. Media
that it wasAl that afected their livestock. Oth- equipment such as radio, television, inter
ers simply dismiss the disease as that of the cold  net facilities, newspapers and magazines
and temperate regions of the world. were assigned scores of 1le6¥ and 0 (No)

Given that Lagos is the home to majority of to ascertain respondents’ possession.
the media houses in Nigeria, how did poultryb) Access to media implies ability of the res-
farmers utilize media for information in the con- pondents to obtain information from a
trol of the disease®/ere they able to utilize the particular medium either owned or not.
media advantage of location and the obvious  This was measured with scores of kgY
access to various media channels? Did the farm- and 0 (No).
ers rely on the media for information about thec) Media preferenceThe media were sub-
diseaseMhat is the media preference of the jected to ranking in terms of usage pre-
farmers with regard to controlling the disease?  ference by the respondents.

Objectives of Sudy FINDINGS
The objectives of this study were: The findings of this study were discussed in

1- To determine the extent to which poultry line with the objectives stated above. Hence, each
farmers rely on the media for information of the objectives was analysefl.total of 188

aboutAl. questionnaires out of 200 were retrieved and the
2- To find out the media preference of poultry analyses were based on this.
farmers with regard to its control Af. Objective 1: To determine the extent to which
poultry farmers rely on the media for informa-
METHODOLOGY tion aboutAl

Reliance on the media for information was
Survey method was used for this stuslgsed  very critical to the creation of awareness and
on the Krigcle and Ma@an(1970) table for se- consequent knowledge about the prevention and
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control ofAl by the poultry farmersThe media dio is a great source of news or information.
will have the onerous responsibility for educat- Fourthly, listening to radio is an individual af-
ing the farmers on preventive practic@fe fair and the listeners are very loyal.
adoption of same will be beneficial to them.

There was a high reliance on the mass meTable 2: Distribution of media preference of espondents
dia as regards the control and prevention of birdpoultry farmers) n=188.

flu as shown inrable 1.About half (47.3%) of  category: Frequency Percentage
the respondents relied highly on mass mediaraditional mass media
while more than one- third (35.1%) relied very gqio 62 329
highly on the media. In other words, majority Tv 43 28.8
(82.4%) of the poultry farmers relied heavily Newspaper 11 5.8
on mass media for informatiofihere was a low Magazine 5 2.7
and very low media reliance of 16.0% and 1.6%Category: _ Frequency Percentage
respectively Interpersonal media
LSW 15 7.9

Table 1: Distribution of respondents{poultry farmers) VEA 16 8.5
reliance on the media (n=188) BHP 13 6.9

— PAN 23 12.2
Characteristics Category Fre Per- -

que- cent- Source: Field Survey 2009

ncy  age(%) Key .
LSW: Lectures, seminars and workshops

Mediareliance withregard Very high 66  35.1 VEA: Village Extensiomgents
to control and prevention of High 89 473 BHP: Billboards, handbills and posters
bird flu Low 30 16.0 PAN: PoultryAssociation of Nigeria
Very Low 3 1.6
Source: Field Survey 2009 The findings showed further thalV was

) second in media preference with a percentage

From the above, it was clearly shown thatof 28.8% while newspaper came third in the tra-
majority of the poultry farmers in Lagosafe  ditional media categoriagazine was last with
rely on mass media for information on how to a percentage of 2.7% .
prevent the diseas&his showed the primacy This result is in conformity with a recent
of the media not only in creating awareness anagtudy of Radio Quick Facts and Figures by Kerry
education but also as a reliable institution in(2011) (www. audiowharf.com/listeners.html).
the control ofAl. Kerry found among others that there were

Objective 2: To find out the media prefer more than 600 million radios in the Unitethte
ence of poultry farmers with regard to its con- (U.S.) with average U.S. household having 5.6
trol of Al radio receivers. He found further that 44% of

Media preference of the poultry farmers the persons above 12 years listen to radio, 41%
showed which medium was preferred above thevatchTV, 10% read newspapers and 5% read
other with regard to receiving news and infor magazines.
mation about the control of the disease.

Table 2 showed preference of traditional mass CONCLUSION

media over interpersonal and group communi-  Findings from this study showed that major
cation media channels. Radio was the most preity (82.4%) of poultry farmers relied heavily on
ferred medium by the poultry farmers. Somethe mass media for information aba\lt pre-
reasons could be adduced for this. First, radio isention and controlThis tended to show that

a portable medium. Poultry farmers could eas+the poultry farmers had a high knowledge about
ily listen to it while working on their farms. the disease and thereby better positioned to take
Secondly radio can be listened to without re- preventive measures to curb the continuous
course to electricityl'his is particularly true of spread of the disease in Lagos state.

Lagos as in most parts of Nigeria where regular  The study further revealed that Lagdat&
electricity supply is a rarityHence, most Nige- farmers preferred the traditional mass media for
rians resort to battery-operated radio or listeninformation and news about how to prevent bird
to it through their handset phondsirdly, ra-  flu.
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The study showed that the poultry farmersFederal Government of Nigeria 200Tie Integrated National

mostly preferred radio, television, newspapers é‘:LaS”sAagﬂjg’a“demC Influenza Response Plan. FGN

and magaZzines in that Ord-éhey (pOUItry farm- Kerry KO 201L. Radio Quick Facts and Figures. From< http:/
ers) can therefore be better reached through the ™ www.audiowharf.com/listeners.html > (Retrieved on
media they prefer for education about the pre-  May 3, 2012).

vention of the disease. Kumbish PR, JoannisTM, JambalandAR, Damina MS,

It is hereby recommended that the Lagos g“sls)‘f"i”.i S%AkigbiYB% Oyﬁtué‘dlf ”-BAb,\‘lj“ EAT'D
. anpirni S5, James, Yanaya K, bako b, Nanbo y
State government should continuously employ Elisha IL, Solomon POgunsan EAAdulugbaAP,
the mass media as partners in progress in mo-  okewole R 2006. Clinico-pathological features of
bilizing the poultry farmers and the public in highly pathogenicAvian Influenza (HR1-H5N1)
general if it wants to succeed in eradicating the  outbreaks in commercial chickens in Nigedeurnal

; ; of \eterinary Medicine, 5(2): 13-22
disease or any other disease that ctecathe Kumbish PR, Bello MK, JambalargR, Hussaini BA,
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channels of communication mostly injeer HG, ShittuAL, Suleiman LK 2006. Bacterial and
sonal. parasitic agents associated with outbreak of highly
pathogeni@vian Influenza (H5N1) in Nigeridournal
REFERENCES of \eterinary Medicine, 5(2): 23-26.
Ocholi RA, Oyetunde IL, Kumbish ®dogbo MOTa'ama
Faluyi OB, Osho IAAdebayo IAAwoniyi TAM 2006.Avian L, Usman MGOgbeA, Waziri E,Ahmed J, Joanni
Influenza. In: GE Onibi, S@gele,VAJAdekunle, MO M, Ularamu HG Shittu IA, EgbujiAN, MakindeAA,
Akinbulumo (Eds.): NigeriaA Review Proceed-ings Lombin LH 2006. Epidemiology of an outbreak of
of the 2™ Annual Conference of School of Agricultural highly pathogeniévian Influenza caused by the virus
technology, Federal University ofechnologyAkure, sub-type H5N1in Nigeria in 2008ournal of Veterinary

Nigeria 24" May, 2006, pp. 10-112. Science, 5(2): 1-8.



