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ABSTRACT The study GendeAnalysis of the Sucture and Hécts ofAccess to Financial Services in Ruvdllages of

Anambra $ate of Nigeria, examined itsfett on the rural communityspecifically it described the socio — economic
characteristics of the respondents, the influence of socio — economic factors on male and female farmers’ access to financial
services, evaluated and compared tfeces of male and female farmeascess to financial services on their farm investment
decisions/resource allocatichmultistage sampling method was used to select respondents for théstudyy data were
collected through the use of set of structured questionnaires. Non — parametric and parametric statistical tools including
means, percentages and probit analysis were deployed to estimate the structdestnof éirmersaccess to financial
services. Results showed varyinfeefs of access to financial services between male and female farmers in the rural areas of
Anambra $ate.The educational attainment and income from farming had posifexet eh probability of access to financial
services for the male farmers. Comparativéilg co-eficient of educational attainment and membership of fasreciety

had some positive and significantezft on probability of access to informal financial services for female farmers. However
result of the regression analysis showed that there are signifidergiifes in the &fcts of access to financial services between

male and female farmers with males having more access to formal financial services thanTamateso-economic factors

should be considered when providing financial services to the rural male and female farmers and the formal institutions should
simplify the procedures required for providing financial services to the rural male and female farmers.



