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ABSTRACT Haemoglobinopathiesand different forms of thalassaemiasincluding al phathal assaemia
has been found to be as high as 10% in Eastern India. The al pha globin disorders are less commonly
reported because the diagnosis of a phathal assaemiaisusually missed unlessin the severe homozygous
formor asHb Barts. But presence of a phagene has been found in cases of unexplained anaemiasand
alsoin several suspected cases having jo mutations and other common haemogl obinopathies. Two of
the common jo mutations (-ja3.7, - ja4.2) have been detected either in heterozygous or homozygous
states in significant frequencies, so patients coming for Hb Electrophoresis and carrier detection
should be also checked the al pha status through specific DNA studies.
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