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ABSTRACT The purpose of this study is to acquire a rich understanding of the lived experiences of successful
outstanding innovators regarding their successful journey of innovation. To explore the factors that influenced their
successful innovations, this study employed a qualitative phenomenological research design. Eleven outstanding
innovators were consulted individually through in-depth semi-structured interviews. Eight major themes emerged
from the data, that is, have good daily habits, self-confidence is a necessity, autonomous learning and self-development
is empowering, social networking plays a critical role, market yourself and build your reputation, peer interaction is
motivating, make innovation a source of income, and work with a supportive team. This exploratory study offers
insights into how to support creatively gifted individuals to develop their creative potential into successful innovations.
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