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ABSTRACT This paper reports on an investigation into the preparedness of a group of mathematics teachers in
the Pinetown District, in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa to teach learners grade twelve mathematics. The teachers
were given tests in algebra, trigonometry and calculus. Those tests were based on common errors, misconceptions
or difficulties relating to school mathematics made by university students and those reported in the examiners’
reports for the national senior certificate examinations in mathematics. The written responses of those teachers
were analysed. It was found that for this group of teachers there was a strong positive correlation between their
errors, misconceptions or difficulties to those on which the tests were designed. An implication of this study is that
one should not expect teachers to effectively communicate to those they teach, if they themselves do not have a
good understanding of the content that they are expected to teach.


