ISSN 0975-1122
International Journal of

EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES

© Kamla-Raj 2015 Int J Edu Sci, 8(1-ii): 207-213 (2015)

Advances in the Provision of Mathematics Teacher Professional
Development in Botswana

Kim Ramatlapana

University of Witwatersrand, 27 St Andrews Road, Parktown, 2193, Johannesburg, South
Africa
E-mail: kim.ramatlapana@wits.ac.za

KEYWORDS Mathematics Teacher Professional Development Programs. In-service Training. Operational Policies.
Commitment of Teachers.Service Providers

ABSTRACTAdvances have been made into mathematics teacher professional development to attempt to address
the complexities of professional development provision in Botswana. This paper presents a pilot study that sought
to investigate the provision of mathematics professional development in Botswana by focusing on the services of
professional development providers, the teachers as participants of the programs, the process of professional
development provision, and the outcome of professional development provision. Employing the qualitative
method of grounded theory, data was collected through the solicitation of teachers’ and providers’ views with the
use of questionnaires and document analysis of the programs.The findings suggest that professional development
programs are in place but the major challenge in professional development provision is the participants’ non-
commitment and involvement in the implementation of the initiated objectives of the various programs proposed
by the service providers.



