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ABSTRACT The purpose of this article is to report on the reasons for the failure of the partnerships between SGBs and
principalsin public schools. A qualitative study using the convenience sampling strategy was used by engaging practising final
year principalsfrom theAdvanced Certificatein Education (ACE) presented at a South African university. The principalswere
requested to write narratives on whether the partnership between the SGBsand the principalsin public schoolsis successful or
not. In analysing the narratives, the researcher applied the open coding method. From the investigation, the following points
were extracted asreasonsfor thefailure the SGBs: alack of understanding of their roles and functions; trust relations; control
of schoolsby SGBs; dominance of principalsover SGBs; literacy levelsof SGBsand poor financial knowledge by the SGB. To
addressthese crucid issues, it isrecommended that the SASA betranslated into all eleven languagesto makeits contentsmore
understandablefor all stakeholders.
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