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ABSTRACT Displacement coupled with migration and trafficking has caused a massive increase and influx in the
numbers of women and girls into sexual exploitation. The main concern of this research is to investigate how the
internal displacement in Chiapas state of Mexico forcing the people especially to women for migration and making
them vulnerable towards trafficking. The present research analyzes the demographic profile of displaced-trafficked
women as well as their pattern of trafficking and consequences on health. For this study information has been
collected from both primary and secondary sources. The primary information has obtained through interviewing 40
trafficked women in the Tapachula City of Chiapas, Mexico in a semi-structured questionnaire. Apart from that 10
in-depth interviews were conducted to get the life history of displaced-trafficked women.

INTRODUCTION

Today, the problem that has been engaging
the attention of social scientists and policy
analysts is the “internal displacement”. Besides
the human development projects and the
environmental factors like earthquakes, perennial
floods and cyclones (Monirul 2000), it has in
recent times, been communal conflicts, political
unrest and instability that have evolved as major
catalyst for the displacement of people. Statistics
indicates that in the year 2005 there were 23.7
million people displaced internally, which was 5
million in 1970 (IDMC 2006). This continuously
high internal displaced population is one of the
important contributing factor in the flow of
irregular migration in the world.

Displacement occurs in every continent, but
Latin America is an unusual case, because the
majority of displacement occurs due to
indigenous conflict (IDMC 2006). In the year 2005
there were 3 million internally displaced
population in Latin America, which constituted
10 percent of the world’s total internally displaced
persons (IDMC 2006) and the majority of were
from Colombia and Mexico (Medina 2006). It has
been calculated that during the year 1994 to 2002,
the total number of displaced persons in Mexico
were 60,000, which comprise 40,000 displaced only
from the state of Chiapas (CEDH 2003). Mexican,
who left their lands and homes in order to flee
from the violence of the conflict are currently living

in appalling conditions. Many displaced families
have to live cramped together in makeshift
dwellings, often in sub-human, unhygienic
conditions. In the majority of cases, displaced
people cannot cultivate land, either because the
paramilitaries make it impossible for them to do
so, or because there is insufficient space. The
inability to cultivate land drives displaced people
into an extreme poverty and thereby makes them
particularly vulnerable to various forms of
exploitation.

In addition, displacement due to conflict has
an important psychological impact among the
indigenous people or refugees (especially women
and children), leading to a great deal of tension,
anguish and desperation. There is also evidence
on violation of human rights by the Mexican army.
This includes the illegal repossession of homes,
the stripping and damaging of personal property,
theft, threats, false or arbitrary accusations, the
obstruction of freedom of movement, and the
partial detaining of the community, forced labor
and interference in indigenous community. In all
cases, women are more vulnerable to rights
violation than men. The disadvantages of langu-
age, education, healthcare, poverty and conflicts
continue to be a special target of repression and
sexual violence, such as rape, assault, harassment
and trafficking for prostitution and forced labor
(CDHFBC  2003).

In order to escape from all these problems,
Chiapanecans1 are forced to migrate to other part
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of the country in search of a peaceful life. Due to
lack of awareness, however, of the urban environ-
ment and culture and, more over, language
difficulties makes them increasingly vulnerable
to trafficking – especially to women and young
girls. According to Servicio Intenacional Para
la Paz (SIPAZ) report (1998), Chiapas is a major
supplier of women and girls to Mexico’s sex
market. In another study, Acharya and Stevanato
(2005) observed that each year more than 3000
women and girls are trafficked to Mexico City,
Cancun, Acapulco and Tapachula from the state
of Chiapas. Also, SIPAZ report highlights that
the trafficking of women and girls has increased
since the 1994 conflict began in Chiapas. Thus,
displacement through trafficking is of a major
concern particularly due to its close relationship
to gender-based violence and human rights
abuses. So, the present study is an attempt to
analyze the dynamic of internal displacement and
forced migration due to conflict in Chiapas,
Mexico and its impact on growing incidence on
trafficking of women in the state.

DATA  AND  METHODOLOGY

Trafficked women are treated as a “hidden
population”, thus it is very difficult to adopt a
specific research methodology during the field-
work. In this kind of research, no specific research
methodology can be fixed to locate the population.

In this study, I adopted various methods to
identify the trafficked women in Tapachula city
of Chiapas. First, I identified a client through a
regular visit to the brothel area “Las Haucas”
and later, developed a friendly relation by inviting
him to my house, cinema and for lunch and dinner.
Once I gained his confidence, I informed him of
my research project and asked him to find a
brothel owner (pimp) who could help me in my
research. At the beginning he declined to help as
this would be very dangerous, but after one
month of regular interaction with him he agreed
and arranged an appointment with a brothel
owner. After discussing my research with the
brothel owner, I told her that I needed to identify
some trafficked women for interviews. I explained
the meaning of women trafficking and how it
differs from other women who are in prostitution.
She agreed to co-operate but would charge US$5
per information, and whenever she found a
trafficked woman she was calling me for the
interview.

Once I arrived at the brothel to collect the
information about a trafficked woman, I was going
to the indicated woman, produce my identity, and
ask her about the interview. Most of these women
solicit their clients in front the casita (small house)
where they worked; however, it was not possible
to interview there since they were in constant
vigilance of the pimp. So, when the woman did
not have a client I was paying the solicited amount
and take her to the room as a “client.” I adopted
this method to keep my identity hidden from the
pimp and traffickers, and once getting into the
room, I was taking the interview.

At the beginning of the interview I offered
the women to come to my house, to hotel or a
restaurant, but they always responded with a
“no”. They were saying “…this is our area; it is
not possible for us to go out from these place,
because madrina (madam) do not permit us to
work in other places…”. Often they questioned
me:  “...all kind of services are available in this
casita, so why do you want to go to other
places?” Since these women were not allowed to
leave the brothel, I acted as a client. My interview
was lasted around 30 minutes. After completion
of the interview, I was inviting the woman to help
me find other trafficked women like her. Using
this snowball method, I interviewed 40 trafficked
women through a semi-structured questionnaire
and conducted 10 in-depth interviews during the
months of February, March and April, 2003. Also,
some data has obtained from the secondary
sources like NGOs reports, Government reports
and articles from news paper.

INTERNAL  DISPLACEMENT  IN  CHIAPAS

When we talk on internal displacement in
Mexico, it takes us to Chiapas. The important
reason for armed conflict and uprooting of
Mexican people from their place is due to land
reform. In Mexico, the land reform has been one
of the principal objective of social movement in
the country’s history. Since the year 1910 till 1988
the land reform and manifestation against the
reform taken place in different forms. This land
reform policy not only affected to other states
like Oaxaca, Guerrero and Veracruz, but also greatly
impacted to the indigenous community of
Chiapas.

Chiapas is a southern most state of Mexico
(Fig. 1). It is the state which shares 25 percent of
the country indigenous population (INEGI 2005).
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Indigenous groups in Mexico have a long history
of struggling to gain respect for their culture and
rights over the land that they have inhabited and
cultivated for centuries. In Chiapas, the first land
reform began in 1946, based on the Ley Federal
de Colonizacion (Colonization Federal Law) of
1926, where campesinos (cultivators) marched on
the capital of Chiapas. Their call for agrarian
reform, however, went unheard. During 1988 to
1992, the Programa de Acuerdos Agrarios
(Agrarian Agreement Program) invited peasant
organizations, ejido authorities, and community
leaders together in order to diagnose the agrarian
problem, but the problem remained unresolved.
So, on reaction of this, people of Chiapas
remarked:  “we are product of 500 years of
struggle, up to now we have nothing, absolutely
nothing, not even a roof over our head, no land,
no work, no health care, no food nor education.
Neither we are freely and democratically elect
our political representatives, but today we have
to say, Basta es Basta (Enough is Enough)”. This
negative reaction also came up because, on the
same year nearly 30,000 people were died due to
hunger and diseases related to malnutrition. So,
in the year 1994 a revolutionary group formed by
indigenous groups knows as Ejército Zapatista

de Liberación Nacional (EZLN) emerged from
the mountain and jungle and declared the
revolution against the government of Mexico. It
is the year when Mexico was also signs the free
trade agreement with United States and Canada.

The history of EZLN indicates that, it was
formed during 1983, organizing itself among some
of the most dispossessed and diverse commu-
nities in Mexico. Its roots are in the culturally and
linguistically distinct Mayan populations of the
highlands of Chiapas, and in the colonists of the
lowland Lacandon and ranches, as subsistence
cultivators on poor quality land, as landless wage
laborers, in town and villages. The EZLN first
began and grew as a self defense force. The aim
of armed training was to protect villagers against
the violence of the cattle ranchers’ armed security
forces in disputes over land and resources. Its
growth exploded during the 1980s and early
1990s, triggered by a number of critical events
and changes that led to decision in 1993 to
organize offensively. Second, in the early 1990s
their position was further eroded by land
privatization and free trade agreements. In 1992,
the Mexican Constitution was changed to allow
for the privatization of communal lands, under-
mining indigenous property rights. In 1994, the
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Fig. 1. Political map of Mexico with reference to Chiapas
Source:  www.tatfoundation.org/mexico.htm
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effects of economic cutbacks under agricultural
liberalization, such as cuts in subsidies and
provisions under North America Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) for reducing the prices paid
for maize they produce, where they faced
difficulty competing with subsidized United
States products. So, in the hope of forcing
changes to the agricultural sector, EZLN declared
war against the government of Mexico.

DISPLACEMENT  AND  FORCED
MIGRATION  IN  CHIAPAS

Non Governmental Organizations and the
displaced people themselves often argue that the
government is waging low intensity warfare to
remove indigenous communities from their
ancestral lands. They argue that, government is
protecting the political and economic interests of
the ruling elite and wealthy landowners,
specifically through the opening of the natural
resources rich mountains of Chiapas to foreign
and private investment. In contrast, Mexican
authorities identify inter-community, inter-ethnic
and religious conflicts are as the root causes for
displacement in Chiapas. The Mexican government
has been criticized for the polarization of civil
society in Chiapas into pro-government and
Zapatista groups by giving access to land and
preferential treatment to the former. Divide and rule
tactics such as these have fuelled intra-communal
and religious violence in Chiapas for decades.

On the other hand, the internal displacement
in Chiapas can be grouped in three important
phases. The first phase is due to armed confron-
tation between Mexican army and EZLN, which
begun in 1994. The second phase of displacement
occurred during the months of February and
March 1995, when military and paramilitary groups
entered the Chiapas highlands and tried to control
the 20 municipios (districts) in Chiapas. The third
phase displacement occurred during the Acetal
massacre due to perpetrated by paramilitaries in
1997. During these three phases more than 40,000
people were displaced from their villages and
community lands. After 1997, some displaced
people were re-housed with the help of military
and paramilitary groups, but still a large number
of people remained displaced. There is no actual
data available on currently displaced people in
Chiapas, but according to Centro de Derechos
Humanos Fray Bartolome de Las Casas (CDHFBC
2003), in 2003 nearly 12,000 people were still

without permanent homes, while the United States
Committee for Refugees (USCR 2003) put this
figure at 15,000.

When EZLN declared war, the Mexican
government initially blamed this movement on
the work of outsiders, who were manipulating
(admittedly) a poverty-stricken indigenous
population and using them to destabilize the
country and its economy. Later on, however, when
the war began and get out of control, government
sent more than 15,000 military soldiers to crush
the uprising people, bombings also carried out
against presumed Zapatista positions. According
to the organization CONPAZ2, initially 17,139
people have been displaced from the municipios
(districts) of Comitan, Las Margaritas, Ocosingo
and Altamirano. Whereas, the Center for Human
Rights cited that in the year 1995 nearly 12,000
persons were displaced and forced to migrate from
the municipios (districts) located in eastern part
of the state such as:  Las Margaritas, Ocosingo,
Altamirano, San Andres, El Bosque, Tila,
Tumbala, Salto de Agua, Sabanilla and Chenalho.

Similarly, the data given by Chiapas state
government indicate that during 1994 and 2002
nearly 14,000 people has been displaced and
migrated to other part of the state and country
from the municipios (districts) of Altamirano,
Ocosingo, Tila, Salto de Agua, Sabanilla,
Chenalho, Chiapa de Corzo, Huitiupan, La
Trinitaria, Tenejapa, Villacorzo, Nicolas Ruiz,
Escuintla, Maravilla Tenejapa, Marques de
Comillas, Cintalapa and Huixtán (Gobierno del
Estado de Chiapas, 2003) (Fig. 2).

The above cited municipios (districts) were
major affected areas, where majority of families
were forced to migrate as refugee. Whereas, in
the year 1997 the violence in Chenalhó municipio
(district) displaced nearly 10,000 people, who were
living in 13 different villages in the same
community and in San Cristobal (Gobierno del
Estado de Chiapas 2003). The reasons for the
displacement are the constant threats, perse-
cutions and the assassinations by paramilitaries
in their home communities. Now, they cannot
return because the paramilitaries remain in the
communities, backed up by the public security
police, and the opposition leaders are still being
persecuted.

In the various aspects of the living condition
is deplorable. The displacement camps do not
provide enough land and, although there are
collective vegetable gardens, these cannot replace
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the parcels. There is not enough firewood or
working tools. The lack of corn and the replacing it
with corn flour cause stomach ache and diarrhea
and breastfeeding women and their babies are very
weak. For example, in the Tzajalchen camp, a family
receives 4 kg of beans, 1.5 kg of tomatoes, 1 kg of
rice, 1 kg of potatoes and 7 carrots in every 15
days, which is insufficient nutrition for them.

Also, there is a constant lack of potable water
facility in the camp, which creating an unsanitary
environment and causes illness as diarrhea, fevers,
gastrointestinal infections and dermatological
problem. There is no medical facility for the displac-
ed people. The phenomenons like malnutrition,
violence are now the major causes of death among
the displaced people. Moreover, the camp life is so
grim is that people just they want to escape in
search of a better and peaceful life. There are
incidences that women prefer to work as sex worker
rather staying in the camp.

TRAFFICKING  OF  WOMEN  IN  CHIAPAS

Trafficking today is often characterized as a
modern form of human slavery. Alarmingly, the
number of trafficking victims, especially women
and children, are multiplying due to factors that
include poverty, displacement, social disruption,
natural disaster and the status of women in certain
societies. The United Nations estimates that 7
million humans,  mostly (70 to 80 percent) women

and children (ICWAD Trafficking Facts 2004),
become victims of trafficking each year and forced
to work in construction, farming, mining, domestic
and childcare work, while victims of sex trafficking
are coerced into prostitution, pornography, sex
tourism, marriages and the mail order bride trade.
The trafficking victims fall prey to international
criminals who reap profits estimated to be in the
region of US$9.5 billion annually, making
trafficking in humans the third top revenue source
for organized crime, after trafficking narcotics and
arms.

Trafficking cases are hard to uncover as these
crimes usually occur behind the close doors. Every
year approximately 5,000 women aged 17 to 20
years are trafficked from Mexico to United States,
primarily for the sex industry (prostitution,
stripping, peep and touch shows, and massage
parlors), domestic servitude, agricultural labor,
maid services at motels and hotels, and to peddle
trinkets on subways. The majority of them comes
from the states of Guerrero, Chiapas, Oaxaca,
Michoacán, Zacatecas, Colima, Chihuahua,
Sonora,Yucatan,Veracruz, and Quintana Roo
(Acharya 2006).

However, in the last two decades, research in
Mexico has shifted towards an understanding of
heterogeneity of those involved in the sex
industry and the broader social determinants of
their health and well being. To date, it is difficult
to tell the exact number of women being trafficked

Fig. 2. Total displaced population according to municipios (districts) in Chiapas
Source:  Government of Chiapas, 2003
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into the prostitution business in Mexico, but some
evidence does exist to give us to analyze how big
this figure may be. For example, Teresa Ulloa (in
González 2003), President of Regional Coalition
Against Trafficking of Women and Children in
Latin America and Caribbean stated that every
day 400 women enter into prostitution3 in Mexico
City, out of which 80 percent are against their
will. In a study, Acharya and Stevaneto (2005)
found nearly 10,000 young girls and women are
trafficked annually in Mexico to various cities
such as Mexico City, Cancun, Acapulco, Ciudad
Juarez, Monterrey for the purpose of sexual
exploitation.

It is a contemporary problem for a poverty
stricken country like Mexico, where women are
sold as sex workers and slaves in cities and other
countries. Along with poverty and other factors
such as inadequate employment opportunities,
combined with poor living conditions (basically
in the indigenous community), including inter-
familial violence, family breakdown and unwanted
pregnancies force young Mexican women to leave
their homes to save their adolescence, where they
become an easy target for traffickers. Similarly,
the growing divorce rate in Mexico is also a
concern factor in the process of trafficking, where
traffickers target these women and promise them
marriage and/or employment in the United States.
Practice like the voluntary migration for the
purpose of prostitution is also a contributing
factor behind trafficking of women.

For example, prostitucion en temporada de
cosecha (harvest time prostitution) in state of
Chiapas is a practice where women and young
girls from urban centers migrate to rural areas of
the state during the sugar cane harvest, where
they find a large concentration of agricultural
laborers, and there they practice the prostitution.
During this period the national and international
traffickers arrive at the sites and offer employment
with good remuneration to women and girls. Once
they accept the offer, traffickers send them to
different brothel of the country. Also, in the other
Mexican states like of Oaxaca, Guerrero and
Morelos, many girls studying in colleges and
universities are working as prostitute during
weekends to meet their economic needs. This
practice is famous as prostitution en temporada
de vacaciones (vacation time prostitute) or
prostitutas temporada de fin de semana (weekend
prostitute) has also encouraged the sex trafficking
in Mexico. But the present research indicates that

these are not the only factors behind this lucrative
business. There are other factors which are
pushing the women to sex trafficking such as
displacement of people.

The conflict in Chiapas is an important factor
for trafficking. During this conflict people have
been internally displaced and forced to migrate,
people who are leaving their home and lands are
currently living in appalling conditions. Those
who remain on their village cannot cultivate their
land for lack of sufficient space to farm or for fear
of the paramilitaries. This has led to greater
poverty in the region and subjected these groups
to a greater exploitation. To escape from poverty
and conflict, some parents have sold their
daughters in hope of a better life.

Internal displacement has mainly affected to
indigenous communities in Chiapas. Most of the
displaced persons have been treated as second
grade citizens, and have been largely marginalized
from national, political and economic spheres.
They have been abused; discriminated; also
military and paramilitary groups have looted their
property; and many have been physically or
sexually abused. To revive from such discrimi-
nation and violence, the majority of affected
indigenous peoples are migrating to various cities
across the Chiapas and other parts of Mexico.
Their ‘innocence’ - not speaking Spanish and
naïve of a new (urban) environment and culture –
however, has made them especially vulnerable to
sex traffickers. This is particularly true for young
women and girls. In some cases, they are also
lured through the false promises of employment
and shelter (CEDH 2003).

The secondary information obtained for this
study explain that the trafficking of women has
increased by 50 percent in the state of Chiapas
during the period 1992 to 2002 - following on from
the conflict in the region (CEDH 2003). It has been
seen that every year more than 3000 women are
trafficked from the state of Chiapas to the cities
like Mexico City, Cancun, Acapulco and Tapachula
for the purpose of prostitution and later some are
trafficked onto the United States and Canada
(Acharya and Stevanato 2005). During the month
of January to April, 2003, about 241 cases of
trafficking of both men and women were identified
from just two southern municipalities in Chiapas
(Negrete 2003). It is important to mention that the
Chiapas conflict not only resulted in an increase
in the trafficking of women, but also saw increased
trafficking of men and children. Men are mainly



167THE DYNAMIC OF INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT

trafficked to the United States for agricultural work
(Negrete 2003).

On the other hand, primary information has
been collected from the ‘Las Huacas’ red-light
area of Tapachula, where 40 trafficked women were
interviewed to know their socio-economic and
demographic characteristics as well as their family
including the reasons for trafficking. The analysis
indicates that seventy percent of women were
trafficked from a nuclear family followed by joint
family and extended family, and 50 percent of
women belong to a large family. The family
educational background shows that, nearly in 78
percent of the cases, the interviewed woman’s
parents are illiterate, whereas, only 15 percent of
the women’s parent having been educated up to
primary level. For about approximately 73 percent
of the women, the main source of family income
came from agriculture, followed by domestic labor
(15 percent) and labor work (13 percent) (Table
1).

The socio-demographical characteristics of
the trafficked women indicates that nearly 68
percent of women who are working as prostitutes
are less than 20 years old, while their educational

background shows that just over fifty percent
are educated up to primary level, with some 30
percent classed as illiterate. Women’s current
marital status shows that about 78 percent are
unmarried, followed by 15 percent married and
nearly 8 percent are divorced (Table 2). This
indicates that in sex market only young and
unmarried women are preferred and taken into
consideration.

The information collected from the field work

Table 2: Demographic characteristics of trafficked
women in Chiapas

Percentage Number

Current Age
Less than 18 years 32.5 13
18 to 20 years 35.0 14
21 to 24 years 25.0 10
25 to 28 years 5.0 2
More than 28 years 2.5 1
Total 100.0 40

Educational Status
Illiterate 30.0 12
Literate up to primary 57.5 23
More than primary 12.5 5
Total 100.0 40

Current Marital Status
Unmarried 77.5 31
Married 15.0 6
Divorced 7.5 3
Total 100.0 40

Source: Field work, 2003.Socio-eco-demographic Percent- Number
characteristics of the age
family

Type of Family
Nuclear 70.0 28
Joint 25.0 10
Extended 5.0 2
Total 100.0 40

Family Size
Small size family 30.0 12
Medium size family 20.0 8
Large size family 50.0 20
Total 100.0 40

Family Educational Status
Illiterate 77.5 31
Literate up to primary 15.0 6
Literate more than primary 7.5 3
Total 100.0 40

Family’s Main Source of Income
Agriculture 72.5 29
Labor 12.5 5
Domestic labor 15.0 6
Total 100.0 40

Family’s Monthly Income
Less than US$200 67.5 27
US$200-US$500 25.0 10
More than US$500 7.5 3
Total 100.0 40

Table 1: Family, socio economic and demographic
characteristics of trafficked women in Chiapas

Source: Field work, 2003.

also shows that there is more than one cause
behind the trafficking. During the interview
women were cited at least three reasons for their
trafficking, thus I asked them to rank the causes
according to their importance. The table 3 shows
that for about 52.5 percent of the women, poverty
is the most important driving force behind
trafficking, followed by displacement due to the
agrarian conflict in Chiapas (32.5 percent). Some
45 percent of women responded with unemploy-
ment as the second cause for trafficking, followed
by displacement (nearly 28 percent) and poverty
(25 percent). About 55 percent of women put
down displacement as the third cause for
trafficking, followed by unemployment, poverty
and others causes like gender discrimination,
domestic violence (Table 3).

Similarly, information on women forced into
the prostitution, we can observe that approxi-
mately 28 percent of women were sold by their
parents or by other family members, while
majorities (approximately 53 percent) of women
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were lured by (false) offers of employment.
Another 10 percent of women were sold by their
boyfriends and similar percentage of women also
responded with other causes such as false
marriage, sold by husband (Table 4). During the
field work, when I interviewed to some traffickers
and one of them mentioned:  “it is very easy to
trap an indigenous woman compared to a
mestizo, first of all they do not speak Spanish
and secondly as they lost their land and house
in the conflict, they need some employment
urgently. So looking at their situation, we
promise the husband or parent a good
employment with shelter for their daughter and
wife and provide them with a little money telling
them that after their daughter or wife starts
working they will send them money”.

The information obtained from field shows

speaks Spanish and has a slim figure; the asking
price can be upwards of US$4000. Prices are
lowest for married women over 25 years old.
Women are trafficked by using various routes.
They are never trafficked directly from the place
of origin to their final destination. After the deal
is made, the trafficker will keep the woman at an
intermediary location, providing her with training
and explaining how she will have to work or how
she must please her costumer. Once the training
period is over, the trafficker will take her to the
different city. If the woman does not agree to work
it is typical for her to be subjected to both physical
and sexual abuse and sometimes the trafficker
also threaten to kill her.

CONCLUSION  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS

The conflict raging in Chiapas over the past
10 years has very much affected the state’s
indigenous population. Many people lost their
homes, many were displaced from their village
and many of them suffered from the violence
flaring up in the region and from physical
harassment. To help and protect the displaced
people from the violent conflict, the government
opened up 44 rehabilitation camps in different
parts of the state, but even inside these camps
they are not free from danger. The United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees team, during
their visit to these camps, found that thousands
of people were suffering from food shortages and
malnutrition – in particular, women and children.
The new living conditions of internally displaced
people were extremely poor, with a lack of access
to drinking water and other basic needs (UNHCR
2003). When the government changed in Mexico
in the year 2000, the ex-President Vicente Fox said
that he planned to resume peace talks with
Zapatista rebels in Chiapas. On his first day in
office, ex-President Fox withdrew 10,000 army
troops from roadside checkpoints in Chiapas and

Table 3: Causes of trafficking in Chiapas

Causes First cause Second cause Third cause
percentage Number percentage Number percentage Number

Poverty 52.5 21 25.0 10 12.5 5
Unemployment 10.0 4 45.0 18 20.0 8
Displacement 32.5 13 27.5 11 55.0 22
Others@ 5.0 2 2.5 1 12.5 5

Total 100.0 40 100.0 40 100.0 40
@Others include the gender discrimination, love affairs and domestic violence
Source:  Field work, 2003.

Table 4: Mechanism of trafficking in Chiapas

Mode of entering to Percent- Num-
profession age ber

Sold by parent and other
 family member 27.5 11
Falls promised of employment 52.5 21
Sold by boy friend 10.0 4
Others@ 10.0 4
Total 100.0 40
@ Include false marriage promises and sold by husband.
Source:  Field work, 2003.

that the women are not only trafficked to local
cities in Chiapas, but are also trafficked to other
big urban centers in Mexico such as Mexico City,
Cancun, Acapulco, Monterrey and Ciudad Juarez
to work as prostitutes, table-dancers and
barmaids. According to one trafficker, the price a
woman can fetch varies from place to place and it
also varies on the basis of her appearance. He
mentioned that in cities like Mexico City and
Cancun, prices begin at US$2000, whilst for a
young woman (less than 18 years old) who
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promised to send legislation to Congress calling
for reenactment of the never ratified 1996 San
Andres4 peace accord between the EZLN and the
government, in which the government recognized
the need to expand the right of indigenous people.

Whilst during the last seven years it has been
seen the government of Mexico is trying to solve
the Chiapas conflict, but at the same time the
military has repeatedly been accused of human
rights abuses and the excessive use of force
against indigenous people in Chiapas. Despite
reports of extra judicial killings, torture and
disappearances, the military continue to enjoy
impunity, while civilians and human right
advocates who have denounced abuses have
suffered reprisals and death threats. To escape
from these terrible conditions, displaced
indigenous people are migrating to the cities in
search of peace and employment, but many, after
arriving, are ensnared by traffickers.

Today, trafficking of displaced women cuts
across social and economic situations and is
deeply embedded in cultures around the world,
where millions of women consider this illicit
trade a way of life. Although the government of
Mexico is trying to rehabilitate and re-house
displaced persons and is trying to provide a new
home for affected communities, displaced women
are still as vulnerable from trafficking. This whole
issue is now of global importance, one which
requires an urgent and concerted response. A
comprehensive approach is essential to address
the economic, social, political aspects of women
trafficking. It is necessary to deal with the perpe-
trators, as well as assist the victims of trafficking
in Mexico.

NOTES

1. People from Chiapas state of Mexico.
2. Centro de Derechos Humanos “Fray Bartolomé de

Las Casas”, June, 2003
3. This figure includes trafficked and non-trafficked

women.
4. The San Andres Agreements are accords outlining

the fundamental demands of indigenous peoples.
These minimum standards were agreed upon at the
National Indigenous Forum in January, 1996.
Representatives of the 56 indigenous peoples met
with the Zapatistas to express their needs and
demands. The Fundamental pints are; 1. Recognition
of indigenous people’s right to self-determination,
2. Autonomy as a means sought to achieve self-
determination; including control over native
territories and resources within them, 3. Recognition
of the community as a public entity with a legal

character, not only municipal agencies have official
recognition, urban neighborhoods, unincorporated
villages and rural centers do not have any type of
representation, 4. The indigenous peoples propose
to reinforce the municipality as an institution that
must be adapted in a realistic manner to the particular
situation of indigenous peoples. They should have
the right to designate freely their representatives as
well as their organizations of municipal government.
5. The indigenous peoples propose the right for
municipalities to become associated among
themselves as indigenous communities in order to
coordinate their actions, 6. In order to solve the
national agrarian problem it is necessary to reform
Article 27 of the Constitution.
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