J | IBEN 09T0-027T4
eyl JOURNAL OF

Pubishers sl HUMAN ECOLOGY
Tnernatiomel, Ieterdizciplingry Jowrnol of Man — Environment Belesionshiy
© Kamla-Raj 2008 J. Hum. Ecol., 23(3): 259-265 (2008)

Built Environment Decay and Urban Health in Nigeria

J.E.Ahianba, K.O. Dimunaand G.R.A. Okogun*

Department of Architecture, Ambrose Alli University, PM.B. 14, Ekpoma - Edo State, Nigeria
*Department of Medical Laboratory Science, Ambrose Alli University, PM.B. 14,
Ekpoma - Edo State, Nigeria

KEYWORDSBUIilt. Environment. Decay. Hedlth. Nigeria

ABSTRACT This paper examinesthe decay of Nigerian urban built environment and itsimpactson
the Health of city dwellers. The paper identifiesthe problemsthat have aided the decay to: Inadequate
basic infrastructural amenities, substandard housing, overcrowding, poor ventilation in homes and
work places, sanitation and non-compliance with building bye-laws and regulations. The paper asserts
that the deterioration has serious adverse effects on the heath of city residents. Strategiesfor improving
the built environment for healthy and sustainable living are suggested. The paper concluded that itis
imperative to check and prevent further decay for harmonious living and sustainable devel opment.



