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INTRODUCTION

Man is not only a part of his eco-system
but also the most resource asset but also the
most influential force in it. In this eco-system
every effect is also a cause- an animal’s waste
bcomes food for soil bacterial; what bacteria
excrete that nourishes plants; and animals eat
the plants. Such ecological cycles are being
disturbed by deforestation.

Evolutionary Process of Culture Development
and Defor estation

Taking the evolutionary process of develop-
ment of culture and people, the cultural evolu-
tionist like Tylor (1871) and Morgan (1877)
viewed that the culture of mankind has passed
through three successive stages of develop-
ment e.g. Savagery, Barbarism, and Civilization.

It may be assumed that during the Savagery
Period men did not know how to producefood
whilecollect food from forest entirely. Even of
their entire dependency on forest it may be
presumed that they did not harmto any forest
resources. So, the destruction of forest occurred
during the period might be due to natural
hazards/disasters.

While intheBarbarismPeriod menacquired
the knowledge of domestication of animalsand
carrying out agriculture. In the early stage, shif-
ting cultivation was practiced. But gradually in
courseof time the settled cultivationin plain
areasby cutting down the treesand forest was
started. And al so the men started to construct
their settlement by clearing of forest tracts. Resul-
tantly, it may be said that the destruction of
forest by men was initiated from this period to
someextent. Even such destructionmight be was
nominal considering the hugelargeforest cover
and low population size.

But after the men entered into the age of
Civilization, and in course of time with the
continuous increased population growth,
industrialization, urbanization, modernization,
and complexity of human life, the rate of forest

destruction had hasbeenincreased rapidly, and
become an acute environmental problem during
the recent time.

Deforestation, ItsImpact and Need for Forest
Conservation

Undoubtedly, the victims of poverty destroy
forests for fuel wood, household purposes etc.
And to live in the world the people continuou-
dly destroy thevery resources like forest which
they will need very much tomorrow. Because the
forests are not only the main source of oxygen,
but also this forest store nutrientsin the vegeta-
tion, retain and contribute towards the fertility
of the soil. Apart from these, forests encourage
theabsorption of water by the soil, decreasing
the loss of water by run-off to streams and
rivers. Moreover, it reduce the possibility of
soil erosion. Along with these, the forests also
influence rainfall patterns by affecting the
hydrological cycle. It has been observed that
with increasing deforestation, the amount of
rainfall tendsto decreasein variouspartsparticu-
larly in hill areas and also plain areas. Forests
preserve the ayurvedic medicines, gives various
fruits, providemany shelters for the wild animals,
and makes the link between many mythology
with human beings.

Apart from these, the degradation of forests
undoubtedly leadsto the destruction of wild life
habitats as their population have dwindled to
dangerously low levelsalso making dangerous
for human beings for survival. The continuous
depletion of forests has al so been another reason
behind the frequent attacking of wild animal
hoardsintotheadjacent human habitatsfor search
infoodsinturnendanger thehumanlifeas well as
destruction of houses and agricultural products.
All these would have endangered ecological
balance in the world. Besides, the problem of
deforestation no doubt endangered the coun-
try’srich biological diversity. Biodiversity is not
only a source of wealthin agricultural activities,
but also for various medicinal plants and pha-
rmaceutical products, and a range of other
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useful purposes too (Pachauri, 1998: 36). So the
deforestation no doubt affect to a greater extent
in these regards.

Taking the context of India’s forest cover,
the official estimate shows that 19.52 per cent of
the total geographical areawhich is 329 million
hectares. While at the time of independence,
nearly 75.18 million hectares of about 22 per
cent of the country’s total area was having fore-
sts. Moreover, about 175 hectares of land is
supposed to be waste land due to degradation,
and 18 million hectares has been either non-
cultivable or barren land (Singh et al., 1998).

In this context, the Survey of India and the
National remote Sensing Agency revealed that
out of the 19.52 per cent green cover, over 10
per cent is represented by closed forests, over
8.0 per cent form open forests, about 0.12 consi-
sts of mangrove forest, and only 1.10 per cent
comprise of coffee plantations. At least 10
million hectares of degraded land requiresto be
brought under forest per annumin order to
maintain ecological balance at this moment, as
estimated (Singh et al., 1998).

Withtherapid population increasein India,
its forest resources are gradually declining
since independence, and no doubt depleting at
a very fast rate. The extent of rich forest has
shrunk from 46.2 million hectaresduring1972-73
t033.77 million hectares during1980-82,and is
further estimated to be much below thislevel
(Ibid.). Most alarming fact revealed by satellite
pictures is that the annual loss of tree cover
stood at around 1.3 million hectares at the
beginningof 1980s(Governmentof India, 1982:7).
While today, itisestimated to be1.5million he-
ctares. Indeed, there has been aloss of about 12
per cent of tree cover in the35yearssincethe
1952 Forest Policy. Indeed, between thefirst
Britishdocument of 1854, whenthetreecover was
estimated at 40 per cent,and in 1952 therewasa
reduction of about 18 per cent of treecover, or 0.18
per cent per year, while another 12 per cent was
lost duringthefollowing 30years, or 0.40 per cent
per year (Fernandes, 1990: 36).

Infact, over 10 per cent of thecountry’sGross
Domestic Product (GDP) islost dueto environ-
mental damageand degradation of natural resour-
ces. Taking the growth of forests, the current
annual growth isonly 88 million cubic meters,
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whereaspotentially it could beashighas139to
235million cubicmeters(Pachauri, 1998: 35-36).
Thatis why, Forest Policy (New Policy) states
asitsobjectives—-themaintenanceof environmen-
tal stability, conservation of natural heritage,
checking soil erosion, increasein thetree cover,
meeting people’sfuel wood, timber and minor
forest produce(M FP) requirements encouraging
the efficient use of forest produceand creating a
massive people’'smovement around aforestation
andpreservation(Governmentof Indig, 1988:2.1).

FOREST ANDTHETRIBAL

Itisthefact that the dependence of tribal on
forest produce isof much greater magnitude
particularly amongforest dwellingtribal aswell as
tribal residing adjacent to forest areas. Consi-
dering the dependency of tribal upon forest, the
Government of IndiaForestsand Tribal Review
Committeein 1982 observed that forest not only
providefood, medicinal plants, fodder andfuel to
thetribal but al so satisfy their deep rooted senti-
ments. A survey of the forest regions of Gujarat
revealed that 22-27 per cent of the elderly
persons and 70-72 of tribal children regularly go
to the forestsfor collection of timbers, leafy
vegetables, bamboo shootsand a host of other
products. A study conducted by the
Adminigtrative Staff College, Hyderabad showed
that during drought and adverse conditions,
the tribal households liveonly on edible forest
products. Besidesthe normal activities of the
tribal minor forest produce (MFP) play avery
important role. As much as10-15 per cent of the
income of the tribal households in Andhra
Pradesh, Orissa and Madhya Pradesh respecti-
vely,isderived fromMFP(National Commission
of Agriculture, 1976). Infact, the MFP has now
become one of the most important sources of
earning cashfor the forest dwellersand revenue
for the Forest Department (Roy Burman, 1977:
175).
Tribal being too aware of theimportance of
forest totheir lives, they developed normsand
conventions, guarded by mythsand folklore,
which forbade destruction of scarce and vital
trees, limited their utilisation to certain seasons
and otherwise promoted a culture that was
protectiveof treesandanimals. Their relationship
with the forest and itsresourceswasasymbolic
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one, which was adequately expressed by the
‘Chipko Movement’ of thefoothills of theHima-
layas, a major feature of which was thepractice
of embracing atreeand holding on toitin order
to protectit from the contractorsand timber
merchants (Dasgupta, 1977:105).

According to Lepcha (a Himalayan tribe)
creed that there are certain placesin the hills
which are forbidden and considered as sacred
i.e.divine place. If such areas are hampered by
any cutting/felling of trees, deforestation and/or
establishment of human settlement there. Then
the God becomes annoyed, and consequently
the natural calamity/disasters, dangerous and
contagious diseases used to occur as curseand
punishment for the human beings. Obviously,
such creed might have played important roleto
protect the forest areas(Datta, 1977: 26). Taking
thetribal in Chotanagpur of Bihar (presently
Jhrakhand), traditionally the tribal had deve-
loped aculture geared to keeping abalance bet-
ween their own needsand environment impera-
tives. As aresult their social, religiousand cultu-
ral life had been intricately intertwined with the
forests, which they preserved as arenewable
resource(Guptaet al.,1981:99).

Thetribal and all the forest dwellersmain-
tained the entire eco-system asa divine abode
and thus sacred. Among Chotanagpur tribes,
three eco-systemswere protected—one wasthe
Sarna, asacred groovesinthe denseforest where
teen-age males wereinitiated into adulthood.
Other onewas Akhara, where young boysand
girlsmettochoosetheir lifepartners. Theanother
onewasthe Sasan, theancestral burial groundin
theforest (Fernandes and Menon, 1987: 116-117).
It was common to these ecosystemsthat no
sickleor axecouldbeusedinthem. Only theminor
forest product that could be gathered without
damaging any trees, or twigsthat could becutin
one'shand couldbeobtained (Gadgil and Vartak,
1974: 314-15). All these ecosystemswerelinkedto
the continuity of the tribe. In this way, the
preservation of tribal was ensured by identifying
the future of the tribe with their conservation of
forests(Fernandes, 1990: 39).

Another way of preservation wastherestri-
ction onthecutting of treesor killing of animals.
Treeswhichareeconomically crucial likeSal and
Peepal were kept under total protection among
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thetribes. Other economically importanttreesviz.
Mahua, Mango, Jackfruit and Salap could be
cut by thetribes only for specific purposesas per
their very strictregulations. Therest of thespecies
were not protected by such restriction. These
social control mechanisms obviously played
overwhelming roleto ensure that when trees had
to becut or animalshunted, thedestruction was
minimal and there was an equitable distribution.
Besides, themythsof Vanadeavta also made
surethat each of thetribal adhered to theserules
(Fernandes, et al., 1988: 165-170). Moreover,
according tothetribal myth, their spiritsresidein
anaroundthevillagesituated intheforest, which
also contribute in the maintena-nce of such
restriction. On the whole, the tribal combined
religious myths, creeds, social control mecha-
nismsand technology to keep continueabalance
in between human needs and environmental
imperatives. So that, it may be said that the
dependenceof tribesonforest wasrather constru-
ctive. With using theforest resourceson which
they depended, the tribes also preserved it for
posterity (Fernandes, 1990: 39), and use of forest
products by tribeswas never at the cost of forest
regeneration (Dasgupta, 1997:105). So the
symbioticrel ationship between tribal peopleand
theforestshad hasbeen very common and impo-
rtant.

Though thetribal was having positive and
constructive attitude towardstheforestinthe
past as highlighted by some studies, but the
recent trend shows some deviation from their
earlier attitude towards forest to some extent.
Fernandes(1993) citedthat thetribal valuesystem
and their attitude towardsforest are also changi-
ng. Tribal and other forest dwellers destroy forest
today through the sale of firewood, and Indiahas
anestimated 2 to 3 million headloadersselling it
(Agarwal,1985: 72). Indeed, withthe rapid popu-
lation growth, the consequent growing settleme-
ntsand residential houses i.e. township and the
people’sincreasing requirements of wood for
various purposes along with industries, mines,
power projectsand river valley programmes, the
contractorshad has been to carry on depletion
of forests by means fair or foul, aswell asforest
wood smugglers who also carry on depletion of
forests. While the tribal and non-tribal are seen
as the active agents carrying forest products
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on his head, he is employed by one of the
contractorsand is normally paid low wage.

Thishad has been because the forest econo-
my itself, which can no longer sustain thetribal
theway it did earlier. Theregular and frequent
cutting of treesfor supplying firewood and wood
for other purposestoday isareflection of the
seriousdepletion of theforest resourcesand the
damagedone toforest economy by thecorporate
sector and their middle—men has been quite
significant. Tribal who have traditionally depen-
ded onnatural resourceslikeforest and havebeen
marginalized by measuresand legislationson
forest aswell as the growing commercial-
industrial need and interests. Thus, the control of
theseresourcesistransferred from the communi-
tiesthat have survived on themfor centuries, to
the corporate sector to whom they are not a
mode of survival, but a source of profit
(Fernandes, 1990: 36).

Generally speaking, thetribal poor took good
careof theforest until areinduced by their pover-
ty, mortgagesand middle-men etc., their position
became precarious, when they too turned ‘ preda-
tor’ (Mahapatra, 1992: 39; Saldhana, 1993: 76).
Above al, there has now been thefeeling of the
tribal communitiesthat forest nolonger belongto
them andindeed bel ong totheforest officialsand
contractors. They are no longer responsiblefor
thewell being of the forest, nor would what they
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believe or feel makeany differenceto theway
forest would beunchanged. Taking all theseinto
considerationthe study in Manatu villagere-
veals somewhat interesting and encouraging in
the context of forest conservation.

FOREST CONSERVATION
INMANATU VILLAGE

TheVillage

Manatu mainly atribal villageissituatedat a
distanceof oneand half kilometer eastwardsfrom
theNational Highway No. 33. Administratively,
thevillage falls under the jurisdiction Ormanjhi
Development Block and Ormanjhi Police
Station of Ranchi District. The village is
comprised of threeclustered settlements(locally
known as ‘tolla’) namely, Manatu Barotolla,
Karmalitolla, and Putkatolla . Though the
villageis located at adistanceonly 30kilometers
from Ranchi towninthenorth. Yet, it has nosign
of urbanizationwhilethevillageismuchrural and
surrounded by theforest under Chutupalu Ghati
(Forest). Infact, the surrounding north-eastern
sideof thevillageis havingto someextent dense
forest, whileits southern side has comparatively
lessforest. Moreover, thevillage itself has the
varietiesof treeslike, Sal,Mahua, Tilai, Doi, Putri,
Kendu, Khair, Kusum, Bel, Aason, Piar, Behera,
Palas etc. Earlier the entire surrounding areas

Table 1: 1 Land use pattern in Bihar and Chotanagpur Tribal Region, 1981-82

Type of Land Bihar Sate Chotanagpur Region Ranchi District
Area Percentage Area Percentage Area Percentage

Total area 17330 100.0 7971 46.0 1822 10.5

Forest 2828 100.0 2217 78.4 339 12.0

Barren land 1010 100.0 569 56.3 108 10.7

Land put to 1738 100.0 552 31.8 99 5.7

non-agricultural use

Permanent pasture 138 100.0 106 76.8 3 2.2

and other grazing land

Culturable waste other 448 100.0 342 76.3 74 16.5

than fallow land

Land under miscellaneous 208 100.0 62 29.8 10 4.8

trees and grooves

Other fallow land 961 100.0 780 81.2 188 19.6

Current fallow 2060 100.0 1094 53.1 214 10.4

Orchards 128 100.0 5 3.9 4 3.1

Source: Government of Bihar, State Report on Bihar Forest, 1977, Department of Forest, Ranchi.

Note:

The digtricts are included for showing the Chotanagpur region like Santhal Parganas, Hazaribagh, Ranchi,

Giridih, Dhanbad, Palamu, and Singbhum, as per 1981. In recent times some of the districts are divided into

number of new districts.
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were having dense forest,and the Manatu
villagewasesta-blished within the forest.

Though thevillagerscould not recall exactly,
but asper their belief thesettlement of thisvillage
inthe areamight have started some250years ago
approximately, whenthe area was entirely cove-
red with denseforest populated by variouswild
animals. Their forefathersinitially cametothis
place mainly for hunting wild animals, food
gathering and collection of other forest products.
Thevillagers have themyth behind thenaming of
thevillageasManatu whichmeansagreeing. The
mythological perceptionwasthat their forefathers
prayed to God (Vanadevta) for savingtheir lives,
and God (Vanadevta) agreed and permitted them
to settlethere where they found themsel ves safe
inthemidst of forest.

Thevillage does not have any school. Resul-
tantly, the parentsused to send their childrento
nearby school located at Chutupalu (arelatively
developedvillage). Moreover, no health services
areavailableinthevillage. For any medical
reason/treatment they haveto go to aprimary
health center at Chutupalu and/or Ormanjhi
Block Health Centre. But thevillagers mostly
depend on their traditional medicine for minor
treatments. Besides, thevillagedoesnot haveany
Post-Office, Telegraph Office, noelectricity, and
other modern amenities. The housetypesare
mainly thatched and mud houseswith tiled roof
inthevillage. Settlement patternismainly
clustered with 15 to 25 housesin one place and
thus congested.

Taking into consideration of their accessto
mass media, it wasfound that 17 familiesin the
village are having radio sets, and 6 families
possess TV sets (with battery). Only one person
who isaregular reader and subscriber of Sarsa-
line, aHindi magazine. No other magazinesand
newspapersare subscribed/read by thevillagers.

TheVillagers

Majority of thevillagersaretraditionally
cultivatorswhichthey havebeen continuing from
generation to generation without any adoption
or inclusion of any moderntechniquesandeven
notusing highyielding varietiesof seeds/grains.
They used to grow low yield/qualities of paddy.
Apartfrompaddy, maize(makai), gram(chana), and
seasonal vegetablesalso are cultivated by them.
Moreover, they used to collect minor forest
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productsfrom the adjacent/surrounding forests.

The village isinhabited mainly by tribal be-
longing to varioustribal communities. Thetotal
householdsinthevillageis102with apopulation
of 528—281 malesand 247 femal es. Community-
wise, Mundas constitute the highest percentage
(33.3%) of thetotal householdsinthevillage,
followed by Karmalis(31.4%). NextistheChick
Baraik (21.6%). Rest arethe Mahali, Lohra,
Kurmi etc. (Table 2).

Table 2: Household and population according to
community in Manatu village, 1998

Community Population

Household

Number Percentage Number Percentage

Lohra 5 4.9 26 4.9
Chick Baraik 22 21.6 115 21.8
Munda 34 33.3 178 33.7
Mahali 6 5.9 31 5.9
Karmali 32 31.4 164 31.0
Kurmi 2 1.9 9 1.7
Sundi 1 1.0 5 1.0
Total 102 100.0 528 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 1998

Themagjority of the populationinthevillage
areintheagegroupbetweenbelow 10yearsto 10-
18years(51.8%). In all casesof age groups, the
mal e population are comparatively more than
femal e, except theagegroupslike19-30and 46-60.
In casesof 19-30and 46-60 years age groups,
thenumber of femal es aremorethanmales. While
inother agegroups, thenumber of malesaremore
thanthat of females. The sex ratiointhevillage
hasbeen 879 (Table 3).

Educationally, thevillageisrelatively back-
ward. Thoughmajority of thetotal populationare
illiterate (68.6%) , even then the percentage of
below matriculates has been good (29.7%).
Whileonly 1.3% and 0.4% are matricul ate and
graduate respectively. Among below matricu-
lates the percentage of females has been much
less (30.0%) than that of males(70.0%). The
percentageof femalesamong illiteratesisrel ative-
ly more(55.0%) than that of male(45.0%). Itindi-
cates that educationally the femalesin the
village are much backward than the males
(Tabled).

Occupational distribution of the head of
households has been analysed in Table 5. It
highlightsthe general occupational pattern
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Table 3: Distribution of population by sex ratio and age in Manatu village, 1998

Age Male Female Total Sex ratio (No. of
(in years) No. % No. % No. % female per
thousand male)

Below 10 100 35.6 89 36.0 189 35.8 890
10-18 50 17.8 34 13.8 84 16.0 680
19-30 48 17.1 53 21.5 101 19.1 1104
31-45 54 19.2 46 18.6 100 18.9 852
46-60 22 7.8 24 9.7 46 8.7 1091
60 and above 7 2.5 1 0.4 8 1.5 143
Total 281 100.0 247 100.0 528 100.0 879
Source: Field Survey, 1998
Table 4: Population by sex and education in Manatu village, 1998
Education Male Female Total

No. % No. % No. %
Graduate 2 0.7 - - 2 0.4
Matriculate 6 2.1 1 0.4 7 1.3
Below Matriculate 110 39.2 47 19.0 157 29.7
Illiterate 163 58.0 199 80.6 362 68.6
Total 281 100.0 247 100.0 528 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 1998

adopted by thevillagers, inwhichmajority of them
areagriculturists(66.7%). Besides, aconsiderable
percentage of them areinvolved asagricultural/
daily labourers(17.6%). So, major occupationin
thevillagehas been agriculturethough number of
tribal likeMahalisinthevillage arealsoinvolved
inbasketry (Tableb). Thepeopleof thisvillageare

distribution of the Head
in Manatu village, 1998

Head of the household

Table 5: Occupational
of household

Main occupation

No. %
Cultivator/farmer 68 66.7
Agricultural/daily labourer 18 17.6
Service 7 6.9
Unemployed 6 5.9
Housewife 2 1.9
Artisan 1 1.0
Total 102 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 1998

mainly poor. Accordingto monthly income,
majority of the households are having monthly
incomelessthan Rs.1500/- (80.4%) as shownin
Table6.

Thecommon language of thevillagersisthe
Sadri which they used to speak to interact
among the tribal only. But at the time of
interaction withnon-tribal they used to speak in
Sadani dialect.

Table6: Household according to monthly income
in Manatu village, 1998

Monthly income (in Rs.) Household
No. %
Less than 1,500 82 80.4
1,501 - 3,000 12 11.8
3,001 - 5,000 7 6.9
5,001 and above 1 0.9
Total 102 100.0

Source: Field Survey, 1998

FOREST CONSERVATION

Traditionally thetribal of Manatu villagehad
aculture geared to keeping a balance between
their own needs and environmental imperatives.
As aresult, their socio-cultural andreligious life
had been intricately interwined with theforests,
and inthe past they too preserved theforest asa
renewabl e resourcesin the society. But later on
thepeopleof thevillagesincelast few yearswere
also engaged in deforestation for meeting their
immediate needsand demands(asreported by the
villagers). But today, the people of thisvillage
havebeen playing positive and constructiverole
towardsthe conservation of forest asawhole.
Althoughthemagjority of thepeopleinthevillage
areilliterateand almost all are unaware about the
constitutional laws concerened with forest and
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forest palicy, thevillagersthemselveshavedeve-
loped theidea of protecting the forest for their
own benefits.

At present, the villagershavebeen sincerely
looking after and taking carefor protecting the
forest cover about 1 kilometer towardsnorth of the
village, morethan half kilometer towardseast up
toSaher village, 1kilometer towards south upto
asmall stream locally known as Vera Nullah.
The significant contribution tomakethe villagers
awareabout theprotection of forest was done by
asocia worker who visited thevillage on behal f
of a social welfaregroup locally knownas‘Hull
Kranti Dal’ inthisregion. That social worker
motivated thevillagerssignificantly to preserve
theforest for their own survival and thecontinuity
of tribe. The awareness of forest protection by
themselves hasalso been developed among
them dueto influence of mass media(mainly the
TV, Radio) to some extent (as reported by the
villagers).

Asregardsto the protection of forest by
themselves, the villagersare now unanimousin
their decisionand novillagersdoany harmtothe
forest treesand can cut asingletreeand do harm
without prior permission given by thevillagers
together. Indeed, in case of any essential require-
ment, theconcernvillager hasto call ameetingfor
permission. The meeting used to be heldinthe
evening, and any decision taken in such meeting
hasto be normally abided by the concernvilla-
gers. Through such meeting if the villagers
unanimously give permission then one can cut
any treeasper requirement. Eveninsuch casethe
villagers unanimously decide the number of logs
to be cut without causing any harmto trees, and
for that al so the concern villager/family should
haveto pay aminimum amount towardsdevel op-
ment and welfarefund of thevillage. In thiscon-
text, itwassaidthat thevillagerscan get maximum
10logs(locally knownashalli) at atimewitha
half of the cost available in the market. Such
permissionisgivenonly whenthereisreal ur-
gency to have such logs for construction and
repairing of house and that also should beina
restricted way without causing any harmto the
survival of treesintheforest.

Apart fromthese, thevillagershavetheright
tocollectdry leaves, dry twigsand shrubsfor fuel
consumption, collect Kendu fruitsfor eatingand

277

Kendu for selling the sametothe Bidi makers,
collect Mahua fruitsfor extraction of oil andalso
for eating, and Mahua flower for thepreparation
of traditional liquor locally knownas ‘Handia’ for
self consumptionaswell assellingthesametothe
other people. Thevillagerscan also collect the
logsof bigtreeslike Sal, Mango, Kusum, etc.
permissibleas per their own perception vis-avis
ruleformulated by themselves.

Itisalsointeresting that together with protect-
ing theforest thevillagersalready stopped their
Annual ‘ Hunting Festival’ in order to let the all
wildforest animals(whatever available) aliveand
protected for preserving the eco-systeminthe
forest.

Though in the beginning step wastaken un-
knowingly about the scientific reason for pro-
tection and preservation of forest. The people
were pleased to know from the membersof ‘Hul
Kranti Dal’ (asreported by the respondents) as
regards to the benefit of forest preservation.
These are —that the preservation of forest not
only savethewoodsandfuel for therequirements
of futuregeneration, but also savethe habitation
of thewildanimals, check thesoil erosion, keepthe
eco-system balanced to bring rainsand maintain
convenient temperature, save from air pollution,
supply of medicinal plants, foods etc. Asawhole
they arevery much intended to protect theforest
with aview to create ahealthy environment the
most essential for thepeoplelivinginand around
thevillage/areaand/or theregion aswell as for
futuregeneration and for continuity of tribe. Soit
may be said that the villagers are now entirely
aware about the benefits of forest conservation.
Indeed, the elderly and adult villagers have
started such preservation of forest with aspiration
that their off springswill certainly be benefited
fromsuch preservationinfuture.

A committee of seven membersisformed for
looking after theforest, planningandimplementa-
tion of forest preservation with the active coope-
ration of al thevillagersasawhole. Thetask is
distributed in arational way that one member of
each from two families are supposed to make a
round everyday tokeepvigil over theforest under
their protectionwithaviewtolook after theforest
and check any sortsof attempt by theoutsidersor
even neighbouring villagers to causeany harmto
theforest. Such round in theforest they used to
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maintain to ensurethat no villagers/unsocial ele-
ment/forest wood smuggler/outsiders can cut
anytreesillegally. Incaseof any such occurrence
vis-aVvisattempt thecul pritisboundto pay Rs.50/-
asafinefailingwhichthat person usedtobehan-
ded over to the nearest Police Station for legal
action.

The meeting used to be held oncein aweek
mainly on each Saturday, and one representative
from each family used to attend in the meeting
irrespectivemaleorfemale. Actually, thefemal esof
thisvillage also used to take active partinthe
forest protection. In such meeting they normally
discuss about their planning, problems and
solution for theimprovement of preservation of
forest. Even the children of thisvillageare also
very aware and help their parentsto protect the
surrounding forest areas.

Thevillagers though do not plant any treesby
themselves but they normally preserve whatever
the plants resourcesavailableintheforest under
their protection. So, they do not indeed perform
any aforestation. But obviously therehasbeen
the natural growth of plants/treesin theforest.
And asthe deforestation is checked by thevilla-
gersalongwithnatural growthof plantsandtrees,
the protected areas are going to have adense
forestinnear future. Asexpressed by thevillagers
that they are very keen and willing to undergo
training related withforest and environment pro-
tection in abetter possibleway. But yet not recei-
vedany suchtrainingfromtheForest Department
orfrom any other Government organizations.

CONCLUSON

Now, the people of Manatu village aretoo
aware of theimportance of forest to their lives.
They notonly reinforced their traditional norms
and conventions guarded by their myth and
folklorebehind destruction of environmentwhich
prohibits cutting of scarce and vital trees, restrict
their utilisation of forest resources, and to pro-
mote a culture heritage that had has been pro-
tective of forest. But also physically they used to
taketheinitiativesto protect the forest from any
sorts of deforestation caused by human beings.
And thus contributeto agreater extent to conser-
vetheenvironmentinthearea.

As per their perception that they always
belong to forest and reciprocally the forest too
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belong to them, and they are having a permanent
relationshipwiththeforest. Thisobviously helped
to create asituation towards forest vis-a-vis
environment protection. Resultantly, it may be
saidthat thevillagersof Manatu aremaintaining
an excellent and exemplary task by protecting
forest from their own and not dueto any external
factors and without getting any sort of
cooperation from the Forest Department. This
may obviously encourage the othersto protect
theforest for conservation of environment .

It also articulates to the fact that only the
various measures and legislation on forest in
order to control the deforestation caused by
human beingswill not yield thedesired resuilts,
until peopl€’s sincereparticipationisthere. And,
wheninitiatives comefrom thelocal/concerned
peoplethemselvesfor participation, rather than
from external forces/sources, theresultsare no
doubt best. Theprotectionvis-avisconservation
of forest by thetribal villagers themselvesin
Manatu village may be considered as an
important examplein thisregard considering the
present day rapid depletion of forest both by
tribal and non-tribal. Sotheinitiativesarealso
required to be taken to provide the tribal in
Manatu village with the proper training and the
cooperation as well from the end of other
neighbouringvillagesandthe Forest Department
too, so that they can conserve the forest and
environment in abest way.

KEY WORDS Environment. Forest.
Deforestation. Tribals.

Conseration.

ABSTRACT It is thefact that only the various measures
and legislation on forest in order to control the defore-
station caused by human beingswill not yield the desired
results, until people’s sincere participation isthere. And,
when initiatives come from the local/concerned people
themselves for participation, rather than from external
forces/sources, the results are no doubt best. This study
deals withmainly that how the tribal of Manatu village
has been maintaining an excellent and exemplary task
by protecting forest from their own and not due to any
external factors, and thus contributing to a greater
extent to conserve the forest and environment in the
area.
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